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For a few years I was able 

to convince my children 

that at the stroke of mid-

night on New Year’s Eve 

we had to go out on the 

deck, hop up and down on 

one foot and three times 

shout “Happy New Year” 

to the moon. For a brief 

few years they believed that this was a traditional 

activity that would bring us good luck all year 

long.  

Happy New Year friends! Many of us look at the 

new year as a new beginning and with a new be-

ginning we think of all the possibilities ahead. The 

phrase 2020 vision brings a whole new meaning 

this year.  This new year, 2020, brings with it a 

chance at a fresh start.  

Many people make resolutions at this time of the 

year. The gyms are full and diets are started. 

Checkouts increase at libraries and bookstores 

see an increase in traffic. Many people see the 

turning of the page on a calendar as a chance at a 

fresh start, and they want to make the best of it.   

We in the church recognize the need for a fresh 

start. Jesus came, Jesus lived, Jesus died, and Jesus 

defeated death so that we could have a fresh 

start. May we all remember that a fresh start is 

but a prayer away. We will falter, but Jesus is 

there to hold our hand. I pray that your New 

Year is filled with God’s blessings!         

Blessings to you, 

Pastor Deb 

 

 P.S. Rod and I want to thank everyone for your 

friendship, prayers and gifts during the Christmas 

season. We are blessed to be in ministry with 

you.  May our combined gifts work together to 

further the mission of Jesus.   
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With a new beginning and fresh start, 

Full of inspiration and positive thoughts, 

Let's begin this year with an optimistic thought. 

 

Gone are the days of regret and guilt, 

Those rooms full of darkness. 

It's time to move with courage, 

Full of confidence and hope. 

Let's begin this year with an optimistic thought.  

 

Source: https://www.familyfriendpoems.com/

poem/new-year-2017 

 

Irish Quote 

"May the road rise to meet you, may the wind be 

ever at your back. May the sun shine warm upon 

your face, and the rains fall soft upon your 

fields. And until we meet again, may God hold you 

in the palm of his hand." 

about:blank
about:blank


 Mora UMC Missions 
Jan. 5 Food Shelf Sunday, potluck at 11:30 a.m.  

  Vi Tatro, Missions Chair 

 

Opportunities to Serve Your Church 
   Attendants for the nursery on Sunday mornings 

for children 0-pre school.  One adult and one 

youth would be ideal.  A Bible story and small 

craft will be available to share with kids.  A signup 

will be in narthex or call the church office to help 

out. There will also be a sign up for anyone to sign 

up to provide a Wednesday eve meal for our 

youth gatherings.  Take a Wednesday on your 

own or buddy up with someone. If many sign up 

hopefully you will only have to do once or twice. 

Thank you!  

 

Winter Weather and Cancellations 
When Mora Public Schools cancels school, after-

school or evening activities, Mora UMC will also 

be closed. We care about your physical safety and 

do not encourage driving when the weather is icy. 

Sunday morning cancellation notices will be sent 

via email or posted online; please share infor-

mation with friends who do not use computers. 

 

Thank You 
Thank you Mora UMC for your gift of $225 to 

Feed My Starving Children Oct. 31, 2019 is send-

ing 937 nutritious MannaPack meals to those 

around the world who need it most. 

 

Thank You Mora UMC 
Enclosed is a check for $13 for volunteer hours of 

Lori Engblom at One More Time Retail store, Mo-

ra,  for Oct. 2019. 

 

Thank You 
Food For Friends thanks Mora UMC for their do-

nation Dec. 2, 2019 of $205.00. We appreciate 

your support! 

 

Thank You Ogilvie UMC 
Enclosed is a check for $50 for volunteer hours of 

Sharon Knoll and Phillis Visser at One More Time 

Retail store, Mora,  for Oct. 2019. 

 

 
  

 

November Finance Report Summary 

Assets including designated funds in bank account 

$26,185 (this total includes -$6,581 in our general 

fund which compares to -$15,679 in October).  

Liabilities include $5,454 for apportionments.   

Decision was made to pay the entire liability this 

month.  Thanks to a generous donation our giving 

was up 46% from budget this last month and year 

to date is down 10% of budget compared to down 

20% last month     Expenses were 3% above budg-

et and year to date are 8% below budget.  Cor-

rection:  it was reported last month that expenses 

year to date were 8% above budget when they 

were 8.5% below budget.  Detailed accounts bal-

ance report is available by request in the Church 

Office. 
 

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund 

are $105,717.02.   This fund was established to 

provide opportunities to make charitable gifts to 

MUMC that are a permanent endowment of finan-

cial support and a living memorial.  It is not a part 

of the church’s established programs which are 

funded through the annual operating budget of the 

church and the regular giving of our members.  

Endowment money is invested in CD’s.  Interest 

from these CDs are distributed annually as rec-

ommended by the Endowment committee and 

approved by Church Conference.   

I am happy to report that 34 pledge cards were 

received during Pledge Sunday on November 

24th. The highest return return that we have had 

to date!!  Pledging helps make our ministry budget 

realistic.  If you already returned your card thank 

you!  If not, please return your card to the church 

office as soon as possible.  If you are interested in 

Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) contact Janell An-

derson or Phyllis Roseberry for an EFT form.  It is 

an easy way to ensure your pledge is met!  

 

Thank You Mora UMC 
Thank you for your gift of $225 to support the 

missionary work Gordon Graner. Your support is 

enabling Gloval Ministries missionaries to fulfill the 

mission of the Church. 



We Have an App! 

As we prepared to have our first kid, I became increasingly terrified that I had no 

idea how to parent. Four years later I think I have the toddler thing down, but each 

day brings new surprises. Whether your kids are still in diapers or preparing to move 

out of the house, the Parent Cue app is available to support you along the way. This 

app offers research-informed parenting advice, access to a community of parents, 

family devotionals, and connects you with the curriculum that we are doing with 

your kids on Saturdays. Just search for the Parent Cue App in the App Store or on 

Google Play. 

One thing that really caught my attention once I had the app setup was a countdown to when my kids move 

out. Our time is limited and we have to use it wisely. With that said, I urge you as parents to consider what 

you really want to pass on to your kids before they move on. If a redeeming and life-giving faith are im-

portant to you, then you need to be the one to share that with them. I love teaching the kids here, but I only 

see them about two hours a week if they show up every time. You have more time with them and it means a 

whole lot more coming from you. As Red Green used to say, “Remember, I’m pulling for you. We’re all in 

this together.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday Kids Events 

This fall we launched our Saturday kids events. These happen every first and third Saturday of month from 10 

a.m. to  2p.m. and are open to any kids K - 6th grade. During this we play games, explore what the Bible 

teaches us about a topic, worship through song and dance, eat food, and play more games.  

Our theme for January is The Big Quiz: Show What You Know. We will be learning about how we can know 

God. To keep up with our lessons or see content we don’t have time for, be sure to check out our Parent 

Cue app. 



Making Sense of the Bible  

In Making Sense of the Bible, Adam Hamilton, 

one of the country's leading pastors and Christian 

authors, addresses the hot-button issues that 

plague the church and cultural debate, and answers 

many of the questions frequently asked by Chris-

tians and non-Christians alike. 

Times and locations 

 
 

Please sign up on the bulletin board so we know 

how many books to order. Cost of the book is 

approximately $11.00.  

Sunday 

Jan. 5, 12, 19 

11:45 

(immediatel

y following  

worship) 

Fellowship 

Hall 

Mora UMC 

Tuesday 

Jan. 7, 14, 21 

10 am 206 Oric Ave 

Community 

Room 

Ogilvie 

Wednesday 

Jan. 8, 15, 22 

6:00 pm Room E 

Mora UMC 

Thursday 

Jan. 2, 9, 16 

10:30 am Room E 

Mora UMC 

Remembering our friends 
Dorothy Carroll,  

Lorraine Kobberdahl 

Eastwood Senior Living 

170 Valhalla Circle 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Ruth Johnson 

St. Clare Living Community of Mora  

110 N 7th Street 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Avis Pixley 

Hallett Cottages 

350 4th Street 

Crosby, MN 56441 

ATTENTION 

Please provide updated contact information for a 

phone/address directory and to update our database.  

(If your information has not changed  

you DO NOT need to fill this out!)  

Name ____________________________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Name ____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________State ______Zip __________ 

Landline phone ____________________(leave blank if none) 

Cell phone ________________________________ (whose?) 

Cell phone ________________________________ (whose?) 

Email _____________________________________ (whose?) 

Email _____________________________________ (whose?) 

Wedding anniversary _______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Birthday (Name/date)_______________________________ 

Add additional information on another sheet of paper. 

Please give to Colleen in the office, thank you! 

If you prefer you may email info to Colleen 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com. 

REMEMBER, I ONLY NEED IF INFO HAS CHANGED! 



Celebrate Maree! 
The history of the Mora Methodist Church started in the late 1800’s. The historical records reveal the fol-

lowing: 

 

“During the first year of the pastorate of Reverend George Galbraith a pipe organ was installed. This 

was made possible by donations of members and friends and through memorial funds. On January 19, 

1947, the organ was dedicated at an afternoon concert and a memorial plaque was placed in the sanc-

tuary. The organist, Mrs. Bernard Nordenstrom is still active as our music leader.” 

 

Sunday, January 19, 2020, Mrs. Bernard Nordenstrom, or as we know her, Maree, is retiring after 73 plus 

years of playing for worship services. Maree has selflessly gifted us with her talent for many years and we are 

going to celebrate with cake and coffee. 

 

Please shower Maree with cards of thanks and join in a celebration on Sunday, January 19. We will come to-

gether for the 10:30 a.m. service and stay for a retirement celebration immediately following worship.  



MORA UMC HOSPITALITY 

ACOLYTES 

Jan 5 Nora Houglum 

Jan 12 Rowan Merkwan 

Jan 19 Sam Zins 

Jan 26 Aubrey Bumann 

 

FLOWERS 

Jan 5 & 12 Carmel Gorham 

Jan 19 & 26 Melanie Halverson 

 

GREETERS & USHERS 

Jan 5 Mike & Valerie Prax 

Jan 12 Mike & Laura Schultz 

Jan 19 Arnie & Jackie Voight 

Jan 26 Steve & Nancy Sigstad 

 

READERS 

Jan 5 Rod Schaffran 

Jan 12 Naomi Schultz 

Jan 19 Ruth Smith 

Jan 26 Jackie Voight 

 

SERVERS 

Jan 5 Arnie & Jackie Voight 

Jan 12 Tom & Arlene Anderman 

Jan 19 Janell Anderson 

Jan 26 Gene & Jan Anderson 

 

SOUND & LIGHTS 

2ND, 4TH Sundays Sept. – May, arrive by 9:45 a.m. 

Jan 5 Robin Priebe 

Jan 12 Brody Halverson 

Jan 19 Valerie Prax 

Jan 26 Mike Schultz 

 

 

(Remember, if unable to serve  

YOU need to find a replacement!) 

 

 

 

OGILVIE UMC HOSPITALITY 

READERS 

Jan 5 Ruth Kaufert 

Jan 12 Bryan Fredrick 

Jan 19 Lori Huro 

Jan 26 Ruth Kaufert 

 

 

SERVERS 

Jan 5 Sharon Knoll 

Jan 12 John & Jane St George 

Jan 19 Vern & Ruth Kaufert 

Jan 26 Mission Potluck Brunch 

 

USHERS 

Jan 5, 12, 19, 26 

David & Kaye Carda 

 

 

Ogilvie UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 

01 Clifford Polsfuss 

04 Steve Schoumaker 

04 Breckin Mortenson 

12 Dan Torgeson 

16 Diana Eberly 

24 John St. George 

25 Anneliese Villa 

 

Mora UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 

01 Melanie Halverson 

03 Taylor Peterson 

03 Don Ripperton 

06 Oakley Ruud 

06 Christina Sundet 

07 Mavis Burk 

07 Mike & Jody Anderson 

09 Dylan Wellnitz 

10 Tess Houglum 

10 Jacob Nordby 

10 Lily Hanson 

12 Henry Spann 

17 Dianne Mayer 

18 Marilee Jensen 

18 Elsie Ripperton 

19 Tim Peterson 

20 Cindy Peterson 

20 Nola Klinkner 

23 David Zins 

23 Lorraine Kobberdahl  

25 Carol Hanson 

27 Patricia Christensen 

27 Jayce Wylie 

29 Dennis Schulz 

29 Rich Nordstrom 

30 Dave Smith 

 

*Bold is anniversaries 
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  1 Pastor 

Out 
 

 
 

  2 

--- 

10:30a Book 

Study 

2p Staff mtg 

6p UM Men 

  3 

10a exercise 

--- 

  4 

9a Rise & Shine 

--- 

10a-2p Kids! K-

6 group 

  

5 Communion 

Food Shelf  

Sunday 

9a Worship 

10a Child Lib. & 

Fellowship 

---  

9:30a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

11:30a Missions Pot-

luck 

11:45a Book Study 

  6 

10a exercise 

--- 

7p  Narcotics 

Anon 

  7 

9:30a Book 

Study 

--- 

10a-8p 

CORE 

3:15p Food 

Pantry mtg 

5:30p TOPS 

  8 

10a exercise 

--- 

5:30p Youth 
Group 
6p  Book 

Study 

7 p.m. PT 

practice 
7p Trustees 

 

 

  9  

--- 

9a KCMA 

10:30a Book 

Study 

2p Staff mtg 

5p Worship 

6p Finance 

6:30p Coun-

cil 

7:30p Christ. 

Ed 

  10  

10a exercise 

--- 

6:30p E Cen-

tral Pork 

Producers 

  11 

7:30a Ogilvie 

Food Shelf 

--- 

11a Dala Herit-
age Pea Soup & 
Pancakes   

                           
12 Noisy Change 

9a Worship 

10a Child Lib. & 

Fellowship 

---  

9:30a Fellowship 

9:45a PT practice 

10:30a Worship 

11:45a Book Study 
 

 

 

  13 

10a exercise 

--- 

10:30a Meals 

on Wheels 

7p Narcotics 

Anon 

  

  

  14 

9:30a  Book 

Study 

--- 

10a-8p 

CORE 

10:30a Meals 

on Wheels 

5:30p TOPS 

  15 

10a exercise 

--- 

5:30p Youth 
Group 
6p WICS 
6p  Book 

Study 

  

  16  

--- 

10:30a Book 

Study 

2p Staff mtg 

  17  

10a exercise 

--- 

 

  18  

9a Rise & Shine 

--- 

10a-2p Kids! K-

6 group 

  

                            
19 

9a Worship 

10a Child. Lib. & 

Fellowship 

--- 

Clunky Change 

9:30a Fellowship 

10:30a Worship 

11:30 Maree Nor-

denstrom celebra-

tion 

11:45a Book Study 

  20  

10a exercise 

--- 

7p  Narcotics 

Anon  

 

 

  21  

9:30a  Book 

Study 

--- 

10a-8p 

CORE 

5:30p TOPS 

  22  

10a exercise 

--- 

5:30p Youth 
Group 
6p  Book 

Study 

7p PT prac-

tice 

  23 Pastor/

Leadership 

6p Council 

--- 

2p Staff mtg 

  24 Pastor/

Leadership 

10a exercise 

--- 

1p Jail Minis-

try 

  25 

7:30a Ogilvie 

Food Shelf 

--- 

 

  

                            
26 

9a Worship 

10a Child Lib. 

10a Potluck 

4p Food/Soul 

--- 

9:30a Fellowship 

9:45a PT practice 

10:30a Worship 

 

  27 

10a exercise 

--- 

7p  Narcotics 

Anon 

  

  28  
9:30a  Book 

Study 

--- 

10a-8p 

CORE 

5:30p TOPS 

  29 

10a exercise 

--- 

5:30p Youth 
Group 
 

   30 

--- 

2p Staff mtg 

   31 

--- 

10a exercise 

   

Cross & 

Flame  

deadline 

18th of each 

month   



Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

Parish Office: 500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

Ben Ziegler, Child & Youth Director 

608-790-5566 ~ ben.moraumc@gmail.com  
 

Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri. 
 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship ~ 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Wed. 5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 10 a.m.– 2 p.m. 

Kids! K - 6th grades 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/moraunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 

 

Ogilvie United Methodist 

Church 
“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord 

and serve Him throughout the world” 
 

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358 

320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

9 a.m. Worship 

10 a.m. Children’s Sunday Library & Fellowship 

Tues. 9:30 a.m. Book Study 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/ogilvieunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  

moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church 

 

 

 
 

Mora & Ogilvie United Methodist Churches                                                                                                               

Parish Office: 500 Clark Street 

Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804 

320-679-2713  

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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