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Dear Friends, 

Well things sure have changed since our last 

newsletter. I am now practicing physical distancing 

and only going between the parsonage and the 

church. Like many of you I am learning to work 

completely virtual!  I send peace and love to you 

and pray that your adjustment to all the changes 

go smoothly.   

It saddens me that we will not worship in person. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is an announcement 

from Bishop Ough telling congregations to 

suspend in-person worship until at least May 10 in 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic. In a few days 

you will receive a letter and/or email with plans 

for worship and online activity.   

I am sharing with you a poem shared by Jody 

Thone, Director of Leadership Development at 

the MN UMC Conference Office.  

 This poem is from Brother Richard Hendrick 

Lockdown 

Yes there is fear. 

Yes there is isolation. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

Yes there is sickness. 

Yes there is even death. 

But, 

They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 

You can hear the birds again. 

They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 

The sky is no longer thick with fumes 

But blue and grey and clear. 

They say that in the streets of Assisi 

People are singing to each other 

across the empty squares, 

keeping their windows open 

so that those who are alone 

may hear the sounds of family around them. 

They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 

Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 

Today a young woman I know 

is busy spreading 

fliers with her 

number 

through the 

neighborhood 

So that the elders 

may have someone 

to call on. 

Today Churches, 

Synagogues, 

Mosques and 

Temples 

are preparing to 

welcome 

and shelter the homeless, the sick, the weary 

All over the world people are slowing down and 

reflecting 

All over the world people are looking at their 

neighbors in a new way 

All over the world people are waking up to a new 

reality 

To how big we really are. 

To how little control we really have. 

To what really matters. 

To Love. 

So we pray and we remember that 

Yes there is fear. 

But there does not have to be hate. 

Yes there is isolation. 

But there does not have to be loneliness. 

Yes there is panic buying. 

But there does not have to be meanness. 

Yes there is sickness. 

But there does not have to be disease of the soul. 

Yes there is even death. 

But there can always be a rebirth of love. 

Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 

Today, breathe. 

Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic 

The birds are singing again 



February Finance Report 

Assets including designated funds in bank account $34,705 (this total includes -$3,750 in our general fund 

which compares to -$3,500 in December).  No liabilities as our February apportionments were paid in full.   

Giving was down 17% from budget this last month and year to date is up .06% of budget compared to up 

20% for January.   Expenses were 6% over budget and year to date are 13% over budget compared to 19% 

over budget for January.   Detailed accounts balance report is available by request in the Church Office. 

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund are $105,717.   This fund was established to provide oppor-

tunities to make charitable gifts to MUMC that are a permanent endowment of financial support and a living 

memorial.  It is not a part of the church’s established programs which are funded through the annual operat-

ing budget of the church and the regular giving of our members.  Endowment money is invested locally in 

CD’s.  Interest from these CDs are distributed annually as recommended by the Endowment committee and 

approved by Church Conference.   

Efforts to slow the spread of COVID-19 will change how we worship over the next couple weeks.  The tim-

ing of needed mitigation efforts is uncertain.  What is certain is the need for our continued ministry.  As we 

look towards new ways of staying connected, we also need to look at new ways of keeping our church finan-

cially viable.  We have little financial cushion and need your continued giving.  Watch for information in the 

mail and during our Sunday online service for information on how each of us can ensure that are gifts contin-

ue to support the work of Mora UMC.   

The sky is clearing, 

Spring is coming, 

And we are always encompassed by Love. 

Open the windows of your soul 

And though you may not be able 

to touch across the empty square, 

Sing. 

Brother Richard Hendrick, March 13, 2020 

Please pray for me as I pray for you. 

 

Your Sister in Christ. 

Pastor Deb 

 

Bishop Ough video message:  

Easter cannot be canceled 
Bishop Bruce R. Ough is asking congregations to 

suspend in-person worship until at least May 10 in 

light of the COVID-19 pandemic and related health 

agency and governmental guidelines. But he points out 

that regardless of what is happening in our world on 

April 12, Easter cannot be canceled. "We may not be 

able to gather in our glorious Easter celebrations in 

our lily-decorated sanctuaries, but Easter cannot be 

canceled," he said. "The resurrection cannot be 

stopped or delayed or defeated!" 

 

Postponement of  

General Conference 2020  
The Executive Committee of the Commission on the 

General Conference has been notified by the 

Minneapolis Convention Center that they are 

restricting events at the venue through May 10, 2020, 

following recommendations by the Minnesota 

Department of Health, the Governor of Minnesota, 

and the Mayor of Minneapolis to postpone gatherings 

of 50+ people in order to slow the spread of 

coronavirus. As a result the Executive Committee 

announced that the General Conference will be 

postponed and not occur May 5-15, 2020. A new date 

has not yet been announced.  



 Mora UMC Missions 
There will be no Apr. 5 Food Shelf Sunday potluck. 

  Vi Tatro, Missions Chair 

 

Thank You 
Enclosed is $50 for January 2020 for volunteer 

hours of Sharon Knoll and Phyllis Visser. One 

More Time Retail Store approved this donation. 

 

Volunteers Needed! 
We need Meals on Wheels volunteers. If you 

are willing to volunteer call Sharon Lidstrom, 679-

1386. Thank you!  

 

No Spring Rummage Sale 
There will be no spring rummage sale at Mora 

UMC. 

Thank You 
Thank you for your gift of $80 in February 

2020 to Feed My Starving Children. Hope is 

greater because of you! 

 

Thank You 
Thank you for your gift of $400.77 on Feb. 27, 

2020 to Food for Friends! 

 

Resources for Older Adults 

Do you know an older adults who may be isolated 

during COVID 10? 

 

The following Programs are available to provide 

telephone reassurance and friendly visiting via 

phone to older adults.  This is being partially 

funded through the Central MN Council on 

Aging's Older Americans Act funding. 

 

Family Pathways - Isanti, Kanabec, Mille Lacs, Pine, 

Chisago 651-674-8040 

 

Lakes & Pines - Mille Lacs, Isanti, Chisago, Pine,  

Kanabec 320-679-1800 

 

Please also call Senior LInkAge at 1-800-333-2433 

to locate community resources and supports! 
 
 

Children and Youth Happenings 

A Season for the Family 

In this season of constant change, 
I am reminded of times in my 
childhood when we had to 
hunker down for a variety of 
reasons. These included power 
outages, snow days, or severe 
weather, sometimes all at the 
same time. While these all 
brought their own degree of 
uncertainty, I learned to treasure 
those moments. Those were 

circumstances which brought us together as a family 
and forced us to focus on one another, and as the baby 
of the family, I loved it. 

We don’t know how long social distancing will continue, 
but this is not a season to suffer through but to grow 
through. As parents we are faced with the increased 
responsibility of entertaining, educating, and discipling 
our children. I encourage you to use this time to be 
strengthened as a family. 

There are many tools easily accessible that can help 
bring your family together in this season. One of these 
tools is an app called Parent Cue. When you download 
this app, you are provided with video lessons, 
conversation starters, and prayers that are all tailored 
to their age group. You could also go low tech and just 
read a passage together or work through a children’s 
Bible. 

Leading your kids spiritually does not have to be highly 
structured. Just take a little time to talk about life, 
school and to pray. Take time just to be together and 
grow in love as a family. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
make memories.  

Ben Ziegler 

Ben.moraumc@gmail.com 



APPROVED MINUTES -- February 13, 2020 Church Council meeting. 
Valerie called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. and Pastor opened with a prayer 
Those in attendance were Pastor Deb, Phyllis, Bob, Jan, Ben, Valerie and Janell. 
Pastor’s Time: Pastor will be away February 28- March 1, Ben will fill in at the service on the 1st. No Communion that 
Sunday but there will be communion every Sunday after that in Lent. Pastor will be part of the team at UEC (Unidos En 
Cristo) retreat.  
December minutes were reviewed M/S/A  Jan/Bob 
Financial Secretary Report was approved   Janell/Bob M/S/A.  
Treasurer Reports was approved Jan/Phyllis M/S/A 
Finance Committee: Thinking on how to put in place a contingency plan if CORE moves out or if something else 
unexpected happens.   
Trustees:  Rod and Steve will have a conversation on an answering machine or updating the phones. Also looking at a 
larger screen on a stand by the lectern rather that an arm with it on. They are talking about blinds on all the windows, 
back rooms and fellowship hall. Continue to work on lightening up the Narthex with paint.  The pilot lights will be 
checked on the stove again.  
SPPRC:  Employee appreciation meal at the Zins’ home in March 
Christian Education:  Nothing new 
Ben: Saturday have a more consistent number of children attending.  At 7 am on Ash Wednesday there will be a short 
service and a pancake breakfast (pancake making headed up by Gene) all the youth in town are invited – adults too. 
They continue to work on painting the youth group room.  There will be no Valentine Dinner this year, due to lack of 
interest by the youth. There are plans for a intergenerational BWCAW trip this summer. They will be doing a mission 
experience again at Wildfire in Superior WI. There will be a camp Sunday with folks from Northern Pines.  
Worship: Worship has no chair. There will be communion weekly during Lent. Camp Sunday is March 8th. There will be 
a new Bible purchased for the altar. Pies and Palms will again be planned for Palm Sunday. Pastor is dreaming of a hand 
bell choir with the special needs folk.  There is also a strong desire to have the children sing monthly. Ben, Pastor and 
CE will work on a plan. There will be an additional person added to the nursery each Sunday to stay within Safe 
Sanctuary guidelines.  
Mission:  we want to ask Vi how long commitment to the Graners goes.  
Memorials: Nothing to report 
Technology: Valerie will contact Dave Smith and Rich Nordstrom who want to learn the sound booth and the clicker. 
WICS: They meet next week and will start organizing pie bakers for Pies and Palms. There are 2 children being baptized 
in March and one more after that in the near future. They also want to come up with some sort of memorial for Lee 
Svoboda, probably something kitchen related. 
Men’s Club: There were five ish at the last meeting. They ate, talked and had a great social time. 
Other business: Additions and corrections for Committees.    
 SPPRC: Remove Amy Zins, add Paula Vanecek – they need to appoint a chair. 
 Memorials:  Jan Anderson and  Melanie Halverson are staying on the committee. Robin Priebe is joining the  
 group Carmel will be joining in September. The committee will meet on an as needed basis and will work with  
 Council on needed actions.   Janell/Bob M/S/C   Burt Watson has been the Trustee rep in the past he will be  
 asked again. 
Annual Conference, June 10-12. Neither Janell nor Valerie are able to attend.  Phyllis Roseberry is interested and will 
check into her schedule further.  
Valerie asked for official permission to again hold the Area Farmers’ Market in the church parking lot again for the 
summer of 2020.  Jan/Janell M/S/C 
Goals for 2020: What do we want to accomplish? What vision/mission in the greater community? Tap into leadership 
training through the Conference? Pastor will contact the Conference. 
Jan/Janell M/S/C to adjourn at 7:25 pm. 
Next meeting Thursday March 12, 2020 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janell Anderson, Council Secretary 



Women in Christian Service 
We are simply women of the church who do many 

projects around the church that need to be done 

(serving funerals, helping with camp funds, making 

graduation and baptism blankets, painting in church, 

helping families with needs, etc.) We are not a special 

group and welcome any and all to join us on the third 

Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. (Once the 

physical distancing expires, and it WILL!) 

This past year we have coordinated and helped serve 

six funerals, organized the chili supper, jigsaw puzzle 

contest (to support the Food Shelf), purchased 

kitchen supplies for fellowship time, farewell party for 

previous youth leaders, gift cards for new babies of 

members, and many other projects including painting 

of a bathroom (more needs to be done). We are 

currently in the process of replacing some of the 

worn out fellowship hall tables with round ones for 

easier socializing. Of any monies brought in 10% also 

goes back to the church toward apportionments. 

Please consider joining us when this craziness has 

subsided for devotion, fellowship, and making light 

Work In Christian Service with many, many hands.  

The Peace of Christ   

 

 

 

 

Ogilvie UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 
06 Betty Segelstrom 

07 Jane St. George 

11 Brenda Anderson 

13 Ruth Kaufert 

15 Marty Fredrick 

16 Franz Gossen 

18 Baylee McLevis 

19 Lori Schoumaker 

19 Franz & DeLores Gossen 

25 Dan & Laurie Torgeson 

30 Phyllis Visser 

30 Sharon Hess  
 

Mora UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 
01 Dennis & Lois Peterson        

02 Barry Madison 

02 Lannath Stegeman 

03 Phyllis Junnila 

03 Dana Anderson 

04 Ted Pullen 

07 Kyle Wellnitz 

07 Lisa Welton-Paulsen 

10 Kayly Paulsen 

11 Viola Tatro 

13 Jacquelin Voight 

17 Bert Watson  

18 Alexa Schaefer 

21 Janice Peterson 

23 Kelli Peterson 

24 Grace Bumann 

25 Dale & Lynn Nelson 

25 Maree Nordenstrom  

27 Kevin & Edith Sederberg 

28 Mike Schultz 

28 Kelly Jensen 

30 Tracy Dixon 

 

* Indicates anniversary 
 

 

 

 

Remembering our friends 
Dorothy Carroll,  Lorraine Kobberdahl 

Florence Wahl 

Eastwood Senior Living 

170 Valhalla Circle 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Ruth Johnson 

St. Clare Living Community of Mora  

110 N 7th Street 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Avis Pixley 

Hallett Cottages 

350 4th Street 

Crosby, MN 56441 



Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

Parish Office: 500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

Ben Ziegler, Child & Youth Director 

608-790-5566 ~ ben.moraumc@gmail.com  
 

Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri. 
 

9:30 a.m. Fellowship ~ 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Wed. 5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

1st & 3rd Saturdays 10 a.m.– 2 p.m. 

Kids K - 6th grade group 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/moraunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 

 

Ogilvie United Methodist 

Church 
“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord 

and serve Him throughout the world” 
 

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358 

320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

9 a.m. Worship 

10 a.m. Children’s Sunday Library & Fellowship 

Tues. 9:30 a.m. Book Study 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/ogilvieunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  

moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church 

 

 

 
 

Mora/Ogilvie United Methodist Churches                                                                                                               

Parish Office: 500 Clark Street 

Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804 

320-679-2713  

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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