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John F. Kennedy said “Change is the law of life. And 

those who look only to the past or present are 

certain to miss the future.” 

There is always change around us: from the change 

of seasons to the change of our age and looks and 

so much more. The year 2020 has certainly brought 

more than the usual amount of change and frankly I 

am getting tired of it. So how do I deal with all the 

change?   

Everyone will deal with change differently and I’m 

suggesting that one means of dealing with it is to 

turn to prayer. The book, Prayers from The 

Water’s Edge, written by Rev. Craig Finnestad 

includes the following prayer.  

 

Transition 

Dear God, 

Transition happens in life. 

 

Sometimes I choose change. 

Sometimes change is chosen for me. 

Sometimes it is predictable. 

Sometimes it is totally unexpected. 

 

Transition is happening in my life. 

 

I am taking an exit and looking for the next 

entrance. 

I am saying goodbye to people or to normal or to a 

stage of life. 

I am not sure what I should do or where I should 

go. 

I don’t even know my next step or the step after 

that. 

 

I need Your comfort and Your presence during this 

time of transition. 

 

I move into this new season of life with both 

excitement and 

anxety. 

Help me heal from any 

hurts. 

Let me be grateful to 

You for the people 

who have shaped and 

formed me. 

Thank You for the 

many life experiences 

that have brought me 

to where I am. 

 

Lead me and guide me in this season of transition. 

 

Saturate my life with grace so that I may mend, 

enjoy and dream. 

Shape my mind with wisdom so that I may grow. 

Fill me with courage so that I don’t let fear limit my 

future. 

Bless me with friends who will walk with me as I 

move forward in life. 

 

Transision me from where I am to where You want 

me to be. 

 

Amen 

 

God knows where he wants us to be and I pray that 

we are willing to go there with him. My wish for you 

is a “God led” month of August.  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Deb 



Thank You Ogilvie UMC 
We are pleased to enclose $22 for volunteer hours 

donated by Sharon Knoll, May and June 2020 at One 

Mora Time Retail Store. 
 

Esthetics Committee Update 
The Esthetics Committee (EC reports to the 

Trustees) continues to work on updating our 

church. We are working on various projects 

including the Narthex, Fireside Room, Library area 

in Fellowship Hall, Conference Room, back hallway, 

and hope to start soon on the Nursery. A couple of 

items that we are addressing are the Confirmand 

pictures and hangings in the back hallway. 

The Confirmand pictures have been taken down 

and will be put in a book. Future pictures will be 

included in this photo book and the current plan is 

to keep the book in the same case as the Memorial 

book (located in the Fireside room). 

The Confirmand hangings are being removed from 

the hallway. If you would like one, please email me 

(janisigstad@gmail.com or 612-270-1618) and I will 

meet you at the church so that you can select 

one. Please make your decision and contact 

me by August 15. After that date EC will make a 

decision on what to do with those not taken. 

If you are interested in being part of this committee, 

that would be great! Please contact Steven Sigstad 

or Pastor Deb. We would love for this committee 

to be expanded for more input. 

Jani Sigstad, Ginny Nordenstrom,  

Marilee Jensen, and Phyllis 

 

Service Updates from 

Mora Senior Dining! 
Meals on Wheels delivery increases to twice a 

week. Hot meals are available Mondays and 

Wednesdays, and up to 5 frozen meals can be 

included for the rest of the week. Please call us at 

320-679-4029 to reserve your Meals on Wheels 

delivery! 

Diners who regularly joined us for congregate 

dining can participate in “Grab & Go” frozen meals 

at the dining site on Mondays and Wednesdays, 11 

a.m.—12:30 p.m. Please call ahead so your meals 

are bagged and ready for your pick up. 

The monthly food shelf meal distribution continues, 

on the first Tuesday each month. The next 

distribution is Tuesday, Aug. 4, from noon—1 p.m. 

outside the Mora Food Shelf. 

If you are not yet registered for any of the above 

senior nutrition programs, please call us at the Mora 

Senior dining site 320-679-4029. We can complete 

the registration on the phone so no face-to-face 

interview is required. 

 

Good News! 
In 2020 the Mora United Methodist Church has 

received three grants from the Minnesota Annual 

Conference. Members of this congregation applied 

for each grant and the grant application was 

approved by leadership in the church.  

The purpose of the grants and the amount are 

noted below. 

$20,000 grant from the MN UMC Investing in 

Congregations fund to be used for Children 

and Youth programming. 

$1,000 grant from the MN UMC for technology 

to be used for the advancement or 

establishment of online technology. 

$3250 from the Minnesota Builders East (MBE), 

an arm of the MN UMC, whose objective is 

to assist in the growth of Methodist 

Churches in Minnesota. This grant is being 

used for the updating and refreshing of 

church building. 

 

Worship Updates 
The leadership of both Ogilvie and Mora churches 

have identified the month of August as a time to 

join together in person for worship. Ogilvie will 

meet either inside or outside at 9 am and Mora will 

meet at 10:30 in the parking lot. Masks are 

encouraged and social distancing is required.  

Online worship continues with a premiere at 10:30 

on Sundays but can be accessed at any time after.  

 

mailto:janisigstad@gmail.com


Children and Youth Ministry Update 

Ben Ziegler 

 A Change of Seasons 

 I grant you, the title of this 

article probably sounds ill-

timed. I don’t think any of 

us are really done with 

summer yet. However, it is 

a change of season both 

for my family and for this 

church. This August I am 

stepping down from my 

role here with the children 

and youth programs. This fall I will be taking an 

internship at another church to fulfill my internship 

requirements to complete my Master of Divinity. 

 These past eight months have provided a learning 

curve, and I am sad that I will not see first-hand 

where these ministries are going. It was a joy to see 

the congregation step up and take on serving in the 

nursery. It was also a pleasure to work alongside 

such servant hearted volunteers like Gayle, Kate, 

and Ruth. You will certainly all be in my prayers has 

you seek a new candidate to fill this position. 

 My hope and prayer is that as the restrictions one 

day ease, you will have a family ministries leader who 

can help provide greater stability in the years to 

come. I say family ministries, because a student 

cannot be considered as an isolated individual. Their 

faith formation primarily comes through their 

families. A shared faith experience is the heart of 

creating a foundation for faith in the generations to 

come. 

 We can find precedence for this in Deut. 6, where 

God speaks to the Israelites, telling them to make 

the Torah (their version of the Bible) a constant 

topic for conversations in each part of the day. 

Maybe that sounds a little ambitious (I know it does 

for our family), but that is a goal to strive towards. 

 This is not just an Old Testament concept. Eph. 5:15

-16 tells us to make the most of every opportunity 

and be intentional with all our lives. Paul goes on in 

Eph 6:4, instructing fathers to train their children in 

the ways of the Lord. In doing these things you have 

a greater impact on your kids than I could ever hope 

to have. 

 Have courage then as you lead your families and, in 

all things, praise God.            In Christ, Ben 

August 

Ogilvie UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 

07 Robyn Polsfuss 

08 David & Laura Hess Ulman 

15 DeLores Gossen 

28 Julie Krahmer 

31 Kyle Carda 

 

Mora UMC Birthdays/Anniversaries* 

01 Ty & Jenny Houglum 

03 Matthew Madison 

04 Barry & Ginger Madison  

04 Adam Peterson 

05 Jenny Houglum 

08 Riley & Nikki Priebe 

10 Brody & Darcy Halverson 

10 David Nordenstrom 

14 Greg Holzer 

22 Victor & Paula Vanecek 

22 Zander Gravning 

23 Robert Hanson 

25 Bruce Mosher 

26 Ava Printon 

26 Jarek & Christy Sundet 

29 Donna Trogstad 

30 Angela Gorham 

 

* Bold indicates anniversary 
 

 



APPROVED MINUTES FOR THE MEETING OF June 11, 
2020 

Valerie opened the meeting at 6:30  

Pastor lead in prayer 

Those in attendance were, Naomi Schultz, Ben Zieg-
ler, Bob Hanson, Valerie Prax, Pastor Deb, Steve Sig-
stad, Janell Anderson, Don Ripperton, Ruth Smith, 
Jan Anderson, Phyllis Roseberry, Al Roseberry, Peggy 
Smith, Mike Prax, Melaine Halverson 

The minutes of the May meeting were approved 
with the name change from Dave Nordenstrom to 
Ginny in the esthetics committee. MSC 

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer’s reports were 
approved as printed. MSC 

Financial:  Apportionments are up to date and the 
PPP Cares Act Loan documentation is coming along. 

Worship: Pastor has the theme of each Sunday 
through July. Ben will be the worship leader on July 
5, and Valerie will do July 11 as Pastor will be on va-
cation.  

Youth/Children: The first in person Youth Group 
meeting will take place on Wednesday June 24 at 
the parsonage back yard. The Mora UMC will join 
with the ELCA Lutheran churches in Mora and St 
Mary’s Catholic church in an ecumenical online VBS 
this summer.  Details to come. 

Trustees: Progress is being made on painting and 
updating areas of the building before we reopen. 
Many thanks to the painters, builders and the Es-
thetics committee. 

WICS will change its July meeting to the 22 to ac-
commodate the movement of the larger Church 
council meeting to the 15. 

There was much discussion on how, when, where 
we would start with in person worship. The most 
likely case will be outside the end of July. Discussion 
will continue at the next combined meeting July 15, 
2020 at 6:30 pm. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted  

Janell Anderson, recording secretary 

 

June Finance Report 

Assets including designated funds in bank account 

$42,722 (this total includes $6,912 in our general 

fund which compares to $6,830 in May).  The 

$12,500 loan we received from the Payroll Protec-

tion Program is included in the total bank account.   

We have no liabilities as our apportionments are 

paid in full year to date.   Giving was down 17% from 

budget this last month and year to date is down 15% 

of budget compared to down 35% for May.   Expens-

es were 4% under budget and year to date are 2% 

over budget compared to 1% over budget for May.   

Detailed accounts balance report is available by re-

quest in the Church Office. 

 

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund are 

$105,717.   This fund was established to provide op-

portunities to make charitable gifts to MUMC that 

are a permanent endowment of financial support and 

a living memorial.  It is not a part of the church’s es-

tablished programs which are funded through the 

annual operating budget of the church and the regu-

lar giving of our members.  Endowment money is 

invested locally in CD’s.  Interest from these CDs 

are distributed annually as recommended by the En-

dowment committee and approved by Church Con-

ference.  

 

Remembering our friends 
Dorothy Carroll,  Lorraine Kobberdahl 

Florence Wahl 

Eastwood Senior Living 

170 Valhalla Circle 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Avis Pixley 

Hallett Cottages 

350 4th Street 

Crosby, MN 56441 

  

 



 



Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

Parish Office: 500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

Ben Ziegler, Child & Youth Director 

608-790-5566 ~ ben.moraumc@gmail.com  
 

Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri. 
 

10:30 a.m.  Outdoor Worship 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/moraunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 
 

Ogilvie United Methodist 

Church 
“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord 

and serve Him throughout the world” 
 

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358 

320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

9 a.m. Outdoor Worship 
 

LIKE US on Facebook: 

 facebook.com/ogilvieunitedmethodistchurch 
 

Visit us online:  

moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church 
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Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804 
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