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Dear Friends,
Greetings in the name of the Christ born among us!
As I write this Thanksgiving is fast approaching and
the first Sunday in Advent is this coming Sunday.
What a joyous time this is as we anticipate the
coming of the Messiah. It is also a time of
preparation for the second coming of our King. The
season of Advent is a reminder that we live between
the days of the first coming and the second coming
of Jesus.
This year has been different in so many ways. How
do we find normalcy when so much has changed?
How do we find a sense of calmness when we do
not know what the next change will be? How do we
look ahead when we long for the past? The answer
my friends is to look to Jesus.
Look for Jesus in everything you do. We first found
him in a manger, and I promise you he is with you in
every moment of your life. Even in this everchanging world of the pandemic Jesus is with you.
Your Advent and Christmas traditions may be
different this year, but Jesus has not changed. He is
right there with you.
Recently I asked the confirmation youth to tell me
what they will miss about Christmas if the church
building remains closed. I then shared the youth’s
thoughts with the worship team and from there the
calendar for the coming weeks was planned. Our
“normal” will not look exactly like last year or the
years prior but plans are in place to bring our
traditions to life, not right or wrong but different.
Later in the newsletter you will find a calendar of

December 2020

events. Come and
meet Jesus at this
year’s Advent and
Christmas events.
Blessings to all,
Pastor Deb

Worship
December 27
The Cabinet and
conference staff of the
Minnesota United Methodist Church are preparing a
pre-recorded worship service for congregations to
use the Sunday after Christmas (Dec. 27). It will be
distributed to clergy before Christmas and will be
streamed or shared using the channel(s) each church
typically uses or watched via the Minnesota
Conference Facebook page.
This gift from the Conference allows pastors to
slow down and catch their breath. Rod and Pastor
Deb will use this opportunity to slow down and
rest. They will be out of the office December 25January 4. Although not in the office, Pastor Deb can
be reached if pastoral care is needed. Call or text
her at 952-240-3836.
Hymn Sing
The December 13 worship service includes a hymn
sing. To be ready for a hymn sing we are asking you
to send to the church office or to Pastor Deb what
your favorite hymn of the season is and why it is
your favorite.
To be included we need to hear from you before
December 10. We will sing as many of your
favorites as we can during our worship time.

From Bishop Ough
Dear Minnesota United Methodists,

 There are cases in every county in Minnesota and
we are averaging a 30 percent positivity rate across
the state. That means in a group of 10 people, three
are likely to have COVID-19. A 30 percent or higher
rate of community spread is considered high-risk.
In just two days, on Monday and Tuesday of this
week, nearly 200 persons were admitted to hospitals
statewide due to COVID-19. Our hospitals are
reaching maximum capacity, and our healthcare
shortage is growing due to staff persons being out
sick after contracting the virus.

I am alarmed and frightened. The coronavirus
pandemic is out of control in Minnesota and most of
the country. Our hospitals are overwhelmed. Our
front-line health care workers are exhausted. The
Minnesota Department of Health told faith leaders in
their most recent call that when you gather with
others outside your home, you are not just at risk for
exposure, you can expect to be exposed to COVID- The next six to 12 weeks will be critical, according to
19. That is how rampant the community spread
Dr. Michael Osterholm, director of the Center for
currently is across our state.
Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the
University of Minnesota and one of the nation’s
As you might know, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz on
leading infectious disease experts.
Wednesday announced a four-week shutdown of
bars, restaurants, entertainment venues, and fitness
Group and family gatherings have been the most
clubs, starting Friday, Nov. 20. Weddings and funerals significant source of the spread of COVID-19 in
are permitted, but wedding receptions and postrecent weeks. We have the power to help change the
funeral gatherings of any size are not.
trajectory of the pandemic in Minnesota. Doing no
Although in-person worship is still permitted, it is
strongly discouraged by health officials and thus we
are turning the dial on our Phased Re-Gathering
Plan back to red for the foreseeable future. I ask that
all churches return to virtual worship if you have not
already done so, that all clergy and staff work from
home, and that in-person activities in our buildings be
limited to pre-schools, daycares, and emergency relief
activities.

harm, acting for the common good, and protecting
the most vulnerable among us is how we love our
neighbors. We can give rise to the light in the midst
of the darkness of this disease.
So, I am making a difficult ask. Advent and Christmas
is a season when we most want to gather, but this
year, we need to be a light to others to by continuing
to worship at home and online, and limiting our
personal activities to what is absolutely essential.

I urge you in your personal life and activities to redouble your efforts to keep people safe and help
suppress the community spread of this terrible
disease. Wear a mask. Stay home. Do not gather for
Thanksgiving beyond your immediate household.
There is no room for delay. Now is the time to act.
Now is the time to set aside our personal and
political preferences for the common good. Now is
the time to lead the way.

We can do this hard thing. We can do it because we
do not rely on our own strength and capacities. We
rely on the promise made real in the incarnation: God
is with us. The birth of the Christ child we celebrate
this season proclaims that. So now we live it.

The Minnesota Department of Health is reporting
increasing numbers of new cases daily. Here are some
sobering statistics for our state:
 In May, we were averaging 800 new cases a day.
Recently we have been seeing more than 7,000.
 It took us 29 weeks to reach 100,000 cases, six
weeks to reach 200,000, and will likely take less than
three weeks to get to 300,000. We are in a snowball.

Bishop Bruce R. Ough
Resident Bishop
Dakotas-Minnesota Area of The United Methodist
Church

Thank you for all the ways you are continuing to be
creative in ministry and faithful to our call to heal a
broken world!

APPROVED MINUTES – October 8, 2020 Church Coun- on the 29th. The DS is going to meet with SPPRC Nocil meeting.
vember 15th. Before this meeting evaluation forms
need to be filled out. They plan to meet again before
Valerie called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm. Pastor the meeting with the DS, hopefully the end of Octoopened with a meditation reading taken from “God’s ber.
Daily Promises for Leaders,” then a prayer.
Christian Education: Planning for youth continues and
Those in attendance meeting were Pastor Deb, Steve thoughts of what a children’s event might look like.
Sigstad, Don Ripperton, Jan Anderson, Peggy Smith,
Confirmation is underway. Also thinking of using
Phyllis, Alan, Valerie, Mike, Ruth, Carmel , Bob and
Zoom or an in person adult study.
Janell Anderson.
Worship: Has met to determine how and to decide
Pastor’s Time: Pastor will be out of town from the
when we reopen for indoor worship. The decision was
th
afternoon of October 11 through the 20 . The Pastor that we would not be in church for Christmas. They
from Milaca will be on call and any connection will be will meet again the beginning of December to see if
made through Valerie.
opening in January is possible. Many items were discussed; cleaning and sanitation supply needs and so
The Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C Bob/
on.
Steve
Technology: we received a CARES grant for TechnoloFinancial Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C
gy in the amount of $3000.00. A tour was taken to
Janell/Bob The trend of giving has been going down see what Grace Lutheran has for their videoing. It
since January
seems to work well and we want to try something like
Treasurer’s report were approved as presented M/S/ that. The new internet provider will allow us to live
C, Steve/Phyllis
stream when we come back. There will be a need for
some lighting changes and mics over the congregaFinance Committee: Phyllis feels at a loss on what to tion.
do this year. She will call a meeting of the finance
committee before the November larger group
M/S/C Bob/Janell to adjourn at 7:40 pm.
meeting to brainstorm. Possibly using the term estimate of giving rather than pledge.
Next meeting will be combined again on Thursday November 12, 2020 at 6:30 pm.
Trustees: Steve reported that the work day went well
on the 19th of September. Painting was done, a pew
Respectfully submitted,
was removed and replaces with the help of some
Janell Anderson, Council Secretary
MHS football players. Pictures were hung; the library
unit was moved and split up to be used in the choir
room and Pastor’s office. It was a good day, with good
food – thank you Ruth. New patio doors are put on
hold. Bathroom doors will have new handles that will
lock and will say vacant or in use, so only one person
can be in the room at a time.
SPPRC: They met a couple times in September. Alan
will chair the committee. They talked about the youth
leader position, and 4 applications were received.
Two of them were called, one was not interested
after the call the other at this time still is. The janitorial position was filled by Don Ripperton, he was hired

Advent and Christmas Calendar
November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent
Worship premiers at 10:30 on YouTube
(https://moraumc.org) or subscribe to Mora
United Methodist Church
Topic is Hope – how do you define hope?
Advent wreath candle lighters are the family of Confirmand Lindsay Sigstad (Steve,
Nancy, Natalie, and Lindsay)
Christmas decorating and lighting in the
parking lot from 3-5
A Mora UMC tradition is a tree decorating that is done by all the church
family. To continue that tradition
this year a large tree has been donated and placed in the garden on
the west side of the building.
All are invited to bring an ornament (or
two or three) from home and help
decorate the tree.
A Christmas countdown ribbon of
treats is available for all the kids (big
and little)
A pinecone ornament can be made by
those wishing to add a decoration
for the birds.
A warm beverage will be served

Topic is Joy – Where do you find joy?
Service includes your favorite hymns of the
season
Advent wreath candle lighters are the family of Confirmand Sam Zins (Dave, Amy,
Joe and Sam)
December 16, 2020
Sanctuary will be open from 2-6 for personal
prayer and communion
December 20, 2020
Worship premiers at 10:30 on YouTube
(https://moraumc.org) or subscribe to Mora
United Methodist Church
Topic is Love – Love of humankind
Service includes this year’s Children’s program.
Advent wreath candle lighters are extended
family of Melanie Halverson
December 23, 2020
Sanctuary will be open from 2-6 for personal
prayer and communion

December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve
Worship premiers at 5pm on YouTube (https://
December 2, 2020
moraumc.org) or subscribe to Mora United
Sanctuary will be open from 2-6 for personal
Methodist Church
prayer and communion
We are blessed to welcome Robin
Stegeman and his grandson Ian
December 6, 2020 – Second Sunday of Advent
Stegeman to our Christmas Eve serWorship premiers at 10:30 on YouTube
vice. Robin was a former member
(https://moraumc.org) or subscribe to Mora
of MUMC. Ian's dad Daren was
United Methodist Church
born and raised in Mora and was
Topic is Peace – how do you define peace
also a member of our church. Ian
Advent wreath candle lighters are the famiwill perform a liturgical dance to
ly of Confirmand Nora Houglum
"Silent Night" sung by Robin. Ian is
(Grandma Gayle, Tess, Jude and Nora)
12 years old, in 7th grade and a student of Woodbury Dance Center.
December 9, 2020
Sanctuary will be open from 2-6 for personal
Outdoor (in-person) worship at 7pm
prayer and communion
Candlelight Silent Night worship (20 minute socially distanced worship service in the church
parking lot)
December 13, 2020 Third Sunday of Advent
Worship premiers at 10:30 on YouTube
(https://moraumc.org) or subscribe to Mora
United Methodist Church

Food Shelf Drive For Advent
December Birthdays & Anniversaries*
Mora UMC
01 Travis Nelson
04 Luke Nordstrom
08 Roberta Thompson
10 Bill & Sharon Diessner
18 Grayson Spann
19 Megan Hanson
20 Jack Sigstad
27 Naomi Schultz
29 Matthew Anderson
29 Desmond & BrieAnne Merkwan
29 Tom & Arlene Anderman

*Bold indicates anniversary

Remembering our friends of Mora UMC
Lorraine Kobberdahl
Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle
Mora, MN 55051
Avis Pixley
Hallett Cottages
350 4th Street NE
Crosby, MN 56441
Paul Rodecap
1545 River Hills Parkway NW
Apt. 321
Cambridge, MN 55008-3743

Remembering our friends of Ogilvie UMC
Dorothy Carroll
Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle
Mora, MN 55051
Ruth Kaufert
646 Old Main St. N.
Cambridge, MN 55008

In the spirit of giving this Advent Season, Mora United Methodist Church will
be doing a huge Food Shelf drive, which we
hope everyone will join in doing with
us. Here is a suggested list to help you get
going, but of course you can change it up as
you wish. Items can be dropped off at the
church on Wednesdays from 2-6 pm. If
you are unable to drop items off and need
them picked up, please call the church office. Watch your mail or UMC web page for
more Advent worship opportunities.

Mora United Methodist
Church

Ogilvie United Methodist
Church

“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love”

“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord
and serve Him throughout the world”

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804
320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot
moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com
Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri.
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube
Visit us online:
moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church
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