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Hello Friends,

This is a good news bad news month. The good
news is that we are entering the season of Lent
with Ash Wednesday being February 17.
Knowing Ash Wednesday is in February we
know we can look forward to Palm Sunday on
March 28 and Easter on April 4. Oh, Easter
bringing us warmth, sunshine, gentle rain, and
the newness of life popping out everywhere we
look.
We also have the bad news that we are still in a
pandemic. We are still distancing and masking.
We still know people getting Covid 19, some
mildly and some, well some are dying.
It seems the past year has been full of good
news and bad news. And yet the best news of all
is that God created us with the ability choose.
The choice is that we can choose to focus on
the good or we can choose to focus on the bad.
As I look at the last 11 months, I have seen both
good and bad and I choose to focus on the
good!
There is the good news of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. God sent his son as a baby to grow
up to lead, teach, and die for us. In dying for us
Jesus gave us the opportunity to have our sins
forgiven and to live eternally with our Creator
God. Friends, that is not only good news but
that is the best news.
As we move into February, we also
acknowledge our stewardship Sunday. This year
the Mora UMC has identified February 14,
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Valentine’s Day, as
Stewardship Sunday.
Personally, I cannot
think of a better
Sunday than the day
we celebrate those
we love to also
celebrate, through
our financial
commitment to the
church, our love for
God. It is because of my love for God and my
desire to serve him that I give.

The Mora congregation will soon receive a
mailing including a Commitment card. Please
prayerfully identify the financial amount you will
commit to give to the church and return the
card to the church.
Through the good and the bad I am praying for
you,
Pastor Deb
Pastor Deb Schaffran is available for home visits
and counseling when requested, as well as
hospital visits when informed. Remember that
the hospital does not inform us of your
admission. Pastor Deb can be reached at 952240-3836.

Gayle Bergloff and Ruth Smith are pictured packing fruit boxes for Welia Health staff (right).

Minnesota UMs bring light to essential
workers, communities
By: Christa Meland
United Methodists across Minnesota brought the light
of hope, peace, joy, and love to health care workers
and their communities in December through the conference-wide “Go Light Your World” campaign.

The campaign encouraged congregations to thank local health care or other essential workers and to light
up their buildings on Christmas Eve. The conference
also took out a full-page ad in the Star Tribune to
thank health care workers and let them know we’re
staying home for them.
Many churches and individuals delivered hand-written
cards to essential workers in their communities.
When Mora UMC discovered that its local hospital,
Welia Health, employed 500 people, the small church
knew it couldn’t write cards for all of them, so instead, members prepared a fruit basket for each of its
15 departments.
“Our only motivation was to show how much we
care about and appreciate the folks at Welia,” said
Rev. Deb Schaffran.
Portion reprinted courtesy of Minnesota Conference of the
UMC

APPROVED MINUTES – December 10, 2020 Church Council Worship: Has met and are planned through January 3
meeting.
which is Epiphany. A tree was placed outside and there
was a time for decorating it. Wednesdays through the 23
Valerie called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm. Pastor
the church is open for meditation, prayer, communion
opened with a prayer.
from 2-6. There will be a hymn sing on the 13, the Children’s program on the 20. On Christmas Eve there will be a
Those in attendance meeting were Pastor Deb, Steve, Jan, 5:00 virtual service and at 7:00 there will be a short canAlan, Valerie, Carmel, Bob and Janell.
dlelight service outside by the tree. The service on the 27th
will be with conference leadership.
Pastor’s Time: Pastor will be on vacation 12/25-1/4, no fill
in needed as they will tape/work ahead. Our church will
Memorials: Haven’t met recently. Two memorials were
not be receiving the Investment in Congregation grant for received in November. One was for Florence Wahl and one
2021. We are encouraged to reply for our two remaining for Evie Rodecap. They will plan on meeting in January.
years in 2022 and 2023. Riley, a youth group member, has
been helping/shadowing Rod in the taping and editing of
Technology: An additional grant was given for $1500.00.
the worship services. Janell made a motion that Riley start The $1500.00 was used for a sanitizing sprayer for use in
to step into and be paid for the position of videoing and
the church. Don has been practicing with it with water.
share that with Rod. Alan second. Motion was approved.
The $3000.00 has been spent on equipment for continuing
For the remainder of 2020 he will help in an unpaid intern- online worship presence.
ship position. Details for 2021 are still to be worked out.
WICS: meets next week
The Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C Steve/Janell
Men’s Club: Is not meeting.
Financial Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C Janell/
Carmel
Other business: The Facebook page has not happened yet,
Treasurer’s report were approved as presented M/S/C,
the task will be returned to Colleen and Rod.
Jan/Carmel
SPPRC gave an additional week off for Pastor as comp time
for the extra work she has put in with the youth after Ben
Finance Committee: Phyllis asked for help with the Stewleft. The scheduling is flexible.
ardship programming after the first of the year. There is
also need for help setting up the Vanco on line giving. Jan, M/S/C Steve/Carmel to adjourn at 7:28 pm.
Carmel and Janell will help with Vanco, Mike P, Jan and
Janell will help with the Stewardship program. Paperwork Next meeting Thursday January 14, 2021 at 6:30 pm.
has been signed to extend the PPP grant program paper
work deadline.
Respectfully submitted,
Janell Anderson, Council Secretary
Trustees: Steve that Gene is going to paint the wall where
the library shelves were. Wednesday the lights will be adMailing Ministry
justed to accommodate better lighting for live streaming
The coronavirus has had an unexpected impact on
when we have services indoors again. Ducts are to be
the office budget. In addition to the weekly email and
cleaned January 20 and all the carpets will be cleaned on
virtual worship service, weekly transcripts are sent to
January 6.
the homes of 40 Mora and Ogilvie United Methodist
SPPRC: The committee recommends that there be no salary increases for 2021. This in no means reflects work performance but because of finances of the church during
COVID. SPPRC and Pastor met with our DS remotely on
December 15.
Christian Education: We will plan on joining with a couple
larger community churches with their established online
CE programming.

members. This mailing increases the postage by
$22.00 each week, $22 that isn’t budgeted. It is important to keep this mailing ministry going. If you can
please help us off-set some of the extra costs. Just
add a note to your check stating postage. Thank
you!

December Finance Report

New On-Line Giving Option!

We have contracted with Vanco eGiving service
to provide an opportunity for church members
to donate to the church and to our mission. It
allows us to log in at any time to set up a recurring donation plan, change donation plan or make
one-time donations. This tool will be used along
with our current giving methods of sending a
check to the church office by mail or by setting
up an Electronic Fund Transfer from your checking or savings account. With Vanco eGiving donations can be made securely by credit card or by
Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund electronic transfer from either checking or savremain $105,717. Permanent Endowment inter- ings account. You will be prompted to set up an
est earned this past year is $2,024.75. The PEF
account where banking or credit card information
committee recommends the interest be discan be saved, and you will be able to view transbursed as follows: 25% for our Missionaries the action history. To get started:
Graners, 25% for Food for Friends, and 50% togo to our church website, https://
wards a designated fund to use towards future
moraumc.org and click on the “Give” butexpenses related to replacing the Church Parking
ton or
Lot. A detailed accounts balance report is availago directly to our on-line giving site at https://
ble by request in the Church Office.
secure.myvanco.com/YH5G or
Stewardship campaign is on the way. Watch for
download the Vanco Mobile app and use ininformation in your mail the first week of Feb.
vite code: YB9BMT .
Pledge Sunday is planned for Feb. 14th.
Any questions can be directed at the Vanco committee that includes Phyllis Roseberry Finance
Chair, Jan Anderson Finance Secretary and Carmel Gorham Council Representative.
Assets including designated funds in bank account
$49,985 (this total includes $237 in our general
fund which compares to $-2,514 in November).
We have no liabilities as our apportionments are
paid in full for the year. Giving was up 14% from
budget this last month and year to date is down
18% of budget compared to up 30% for November. Expenses were 17% over budget in November and year to date are 6% over budget compared to 2% under budget for November.
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Thank You
Thank you Mora UMC for your donation of 568
pounds of food to the Mora Food Pantry for Oct.—
Dec. 2020.

Remembering our friends of Mora UMC
Lorraine Kobberdahl
Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle, Mora, MN 55051
Avis Pixley
Hallett Cottages
350 4th Street NE, Crosby, MN 56441
Paul Rodecap
1545 River Hills Parkway NW
Apt. 321, Cambridge, MN 55008-3743

Remembering our friends of Ogilvie UMC
Dorothy Carroll
Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle
Mora, MN 55051
Ruth Kaufert
646 Old Main St. N.
Cambridge, MN 55008

February Birthdays & Anniversaries*
Ogilvie UMC
06 Robert Knoll
15 Jared Torgeson
25 John & Jane St. George
25 Laura Ulman
Mora UMC
01 Bill Schuroff
03 Nancy Place
05 Ryan Anderson
06 Paula Vanecek
08 Nora Houglum
08 MacKenzie Merkwan
09 Robin Priebe
10 Victor Vanecek
13 Carmel Gorham
14 Geanell Holzer
16 Larry Butenhoff
16 Breanna Ruud
19 Mike & Naomi Schultz
23 Michael Prax
23 Cindy Onasch
23 BrieAnn Merkwan
23 Ann Cottingham
24 Jim Scharber & Roberta Thompson
27 Gene & Jan Anderson
*Bold indicates anniversary
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Mora United Methodist
Church

Ogilvie United Methodist
Church

“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love”

“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord
and serve Him throughout the world”

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804
320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot
moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com
Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri.
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube
Visit us online:
moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church

Visit us online: moraumc.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Mora United Methodist Church
500 Clark Street
Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804
320-679-2713

