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How quirky, Maundy Thursday falling on
April Fool’s Day! The disciples must have
had moments of feeling foolish. Their
teacher insists on washing their feet.
Students were eager to serve their masters
in this way, but Jesus is always reversing
things, changing it up in ways that were
unheard of.

On April Fool’s Day, I'll ponder the Lord’s
Supper as a meal, asking how close does
God want to get to us? Not just in the
vicinity, or even at the same table rubbing
elbows or even embracing. God wants to get
inside us.

Oh so much to think about! What | do know
in my heart of hearts is that God loves me as
no other can. Not only does He love me his
love is unconditional and will never stop.

We begin April with Maundy Thursday and
that is no April Fool’s joke. We are Easter
people, and we are beloved children of God.
Thanks Be To God.

Pastor Deb

Worship Options

You have the option of continuing to worship on
YouTube 10:30 on Sundays (or later) or attend in-
person worship at this time. We continue to follow
closely the recommendations of the Minnesota
Annual Conference and the Minnesota Department
of health for safety. We follow COVID-19 protocols

during worship as well, §
requiring masks and
social distancing.

Worldwide Virtual
Easter Sunday
Choir Video -
The Mora UMC Praise §
Team came together
with hundreds of : &
United Methodists a4 '
from across the globe \& -4 F°
joining together to sing "Thine Be The Glory."
Download the video here! bit.ly/38Uvx0M. This
beautiful music will be shared at the Mora UMC
Easter service.

Seasonal Camp Staff

Camp Minnesota is hiring full-time, seasonal cabin
leaders, program leaders, integration specialists,
support staff, and health care staff for Camp Koronis
in Paynesville and Northern Pines Camp in Park
Rapids.

Cater Scholarship

Apply before May |5. Cater Scholarships are offered
by First UMC of the St. Cloud Region for students
in levels sophomore through graduate study who
are a member of a United Methodist Church in the
Minnesota Conference and are preparing for a
vocation of Christian humanitarian service (ministry,
teaching, medicine, social services, etc.).

Pastor Deb Schaffran is available for home visits and
counseling when requested, as well as hospital visits
when informed. Remember that the hospital does
not inform us of your admission. Pastor Deb can be
reached at 952-240-3836.
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Ogilvie UMC and Mora UMC recognized for
100% Apportionments
Thank you for contributing 100% of your 2020 ap-
portionment allocation! You generously support
your local church budget, community outreach, and
global missions. This denominational giving is truly “a
portion meant” for United Methodist work and wit-
ness that no one individual, no one church could ac-
complish alone. Yes, we are in this together and to-
gether we are making a difference! | know such ded-
ication does not happen without setting clear priori-
ties, cultivating strong stewardship, and making chal-
lenging financial decisions. Thank you for your lead-
ership! Thank you for the impactful ministry in
which you are engaged! It is an inspiration to serve
with you as a partner in offering Christ’s light and
love.
Susan Nienaber
District Superintendent

Looking for a Good Book?

Extraordinary Grace by Gary Chapman and Chris Fab-
ry gives wonderful examples from scripture of God's
grace, making grace easier to understand. This is a
book from the United Methodist Women Reading
program, spiritual growth category. Pastor Deb has
a copy available if you would like to read this book.

Directory
Please contact the church office with any address or
phone number updates.

Remembering our friends of Mora UMC
Lorraine Kobberdahl

Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle, Mora, MN 55051

Avis Pixley
Hallett Cottages
350 4th Street NE, Crosby, MN 56441

Remembering our friends of Ogilvie UMC
Dorothy Carroll

St. Clare Living Community of Mora

10 7th St, Apt. 13

Mora, MN 55051

Ruth Kaufert
646 Old Main St. N., Cambridge, MN 55008

Register now for camp!

Church Camp registration is now open at
www.campminnesota.org. Space may be limited this
season, so sign up soon! With the potential for
changes to schedules and events leading up to sum-
mer due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Minneso-
ta camping team chose to forgo the traditional print-
ed camp brochure this year. Instead, all camps and
registration information are available on the on the
website, where details can be updated quickly, and
changes made in real time. This helps to ensure that
you will always have the most up-to-date infor-
mation.

Camperships Available

Camperships are available from the local church and
from the Minnesota conference of the UMC. To ap-
ply for the camperships, families must complete the
form below and return it to the church office.
Campership Form - Mora UMC

Name of Parent

Mailing Address

Phone/Email

Name of Camper Camp Number Date of Camp

Return form Prior to the start of designated camp.

Scholarships from the UMC General Board of
Higher Education and Ministry

Apply before March 24. Review a list of available
scholarships at GBHEM - List of Scholarships, then
submit the general application. Scholarships are
available for undergraduate, graduate, and seminary
students.
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jwas so nice of you

to remember me

in such a thoughtful way.
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Chef/lFood Service Manager

Koronis Ministries in Paynesville seeks a full-time
chef to oversee food service operations—serving
50,000 meals annually. Benefits and housing are
included.

2022 Tulip Time EO Trip

Paul and Sheilah Kyburz, friends of Pastor Deb and
Rod, will co-host an Educational Opportunities’
trip to Tulip Time 2022, with former Minnesota
UMC Bishop John Hopkins, as guest speaker on a
trip to the Netherlands and Belgium, March 28 —
April 5, 2022.

Paul and Sheila will hold an informational meeting
at NHUMC, as well as by Zoom, Saturday, April
24, 9:30 — 10:30 a.m. All are welcome! If interested
in attending in person or virtually, call or text
them at 952-300-7355.

Highway Cleanup 2021

We will be doing our Highway 23

Cleanup on Sunday, April |8 right after

our worship service. Then we can all

go grab a bite to eat somewhere if you want. (This
will all of course depend on COVID guidelines in
the future.) Rain date Sunday, April 25...Let’s em-
brace our World and community!

Contact Carmel Gorham if you have any questions.
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February 2021 Finance Report

Assets including designated funds in our bank ac-
count of $48,672 (this total includes $17 in our gen-
eral fund which compares to $3,069 in January).
We have no liabilities as our apportionments are
paid in full for the year. Giving was down 47% from
budget in February and expenses were 6% under
budget. Stewardship brochures were mailed the
first week of February. Thanks to those that have
returned their Estimate of Giving Card. If you have
not returned your card, please mail or drop off at
the church office as soon as possible.

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund re-
main $105,717. Permanent Endowment interest
earned this past year was $2,024.75. The PEF com-
mittee recommends the interest be disbursed as fol-
lows: 25% for our Missionaries the Graner’s, 25%
for Food for Friends, and 50% towards a designated
fund to use towards future expenses related to re-
placing the Church Parking Lot. A detailed accounts
balance report is available by request in the Church
Office.

Mailing Ministry

The coronavirus has had an unexpected impact on
the office budget. In addition to the weekly email
and virtual worship service, weekly transcripts are
sent to the homes of 36 Mora and Ogilvie United
Methodist members. It is important to keep this
mailing ministry going. If you can please help us off-
set some of the extra costs. Just add a note to your
check stating postage. Thank you!

April Birthdays & Anniversaries*

Ogilvie UMC

06 Betty Segelstrom

07 Jane St. George

I3 Ruth Kaufert

I5 Marty Fredrick

|6 Franz Gossen

|8 Baylee McLevis

19 Lori Schoumaker

19 Franz & Delores Gossen
25 Dan & Laurie Torgeson
30 Phyllis Visser

Mora UMC

02 Barry Madison

02 Lannath Stegeman

03 Phyllis Junnila

03 Dana Anderson

07 Kyle Wellnitz

07 Lisa Welton-Paulsen

10 Kayly Paulsen

I'l Viola Tatro

I3 Jacquelin Voight

|7 Bert Watson

21 Janice Peterson

23 Kelli Peterson

24 Grace Bumann

25 Maree Nordenstrom
25 Dale & Lynn Nelson
27 Kevin & Edith Sederberg
28 Mike Schultz

28 Kelly Jensen

30 Tracy Dixon

*Bold indicates anniversary




APPROVED MINUTES — February 11, 2021
Church Council meeting.

Valerie called the meeting to order at 6:31 pm.
Pastor opened with a prayer.

Those in attendance meeting were Pastor Deb,
Valerie, Phyllis, Alan, Ruth, Carmel, Janell, Jan,
Steve

Pastor’s Time: Pastor Deb will be attending
Shmita a conference presented year long oppor-
tunity comprised of retreats, zoom events and
the like. This is a year long educational oppor-
tunity.

The Mora Church conference will be Saturday
March 6 at 10:00 am. This will be an in person
and zoom meeting.

The Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C Car-
mel/Phyllis

Financial Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C
Janell/Steve

Treasurer’s report were approved as presented
M/S/C Jan/Phyllis

Finance Committee: The 12500.00 PPE loan was
forgiven. The percentage of giving between 2019
and 2020 does not come up to enough of differ-
ence to apply for the new PPE loan opportunity.
Pledge Sunday is this coming Sunday, March 8™.

SPPRC: A meeting will be scheduled for March

Trustees: An AED will be purchased with the
American Heart Association special funds and the
balance will be paid for by special donations by
church members. Gene and Jan will paint the
back wall (old library). A new fire extinguisher is
being purchased for the parsonage. In the spring

Worship: The church/sanctuary will be open
from 2-6 for Ash Wednesday. For a quiet time of
reflection and prayer, communion will be availa-
ble. Ruth will make a contact for a host from 2-4,
Valerie will host from 4-6.

Memorials: Haven’t met recently
Missions: Haven’t met recently
Technology: Valerie to set up a meeting

WICS: Will be meeting at 6 on the 17" and work
on setting up a meal for an upcoming vaccination
clinic.

Men’s Club: Is not meeting.

Other business: Worship in person, this will be
assessed on a month by month bases. The goal is
to be in person on Easter, possibly Palm Sunday if
it can be done safely. Sunday morning will look
different. No coffee, food, singing.

The church’s Facebook is still not on line and
they can’t figure out why.

Farmer’s Market will start up again May |*.

Goals for 2021 — besides back into church for
worship what other goals can we achieve?

Review our mission statement: Living for Christ,
sharing His love. Does this still speak to us as
congregation?

M/S/C Carmel/Janell to adjourn at 7:20 pm.

Next meeting Thursday March |1, 2021 at 6:30
pm.

Respectfully submitted,

some new wiring will be done on the east side of Janell Anderson, Council Secretary

the church.

Christian Education: No report



2021 Mora United Methodist Church Leadership COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

CHURCH COUNCIL

Auditor Bob Halverson

Christian Education Chair Bob Hanson
Church Treasurer Janell Anderson
Council Chair Valerie Prax

Finance Co-Chairs Al & Phyllis Roseberry
Financial Secretary Jan Anderson

Lay Leader/Speaker Valerie Prax
Memorials Chair Melanie Halverson
Missions Chair Vi Tatro

Recording Secretary Janell Anderson
Representative to Annual Conference Valerie Prax or
Janell Anderson

Staff/Pastor Relations Chair Al Roseberry
Trustees Chair Steve Sigstad

Worship Chair

At Large Council members
Carmel Gorham
Lori Onasch

Rhonda Stegeman

STAFF/PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS
COMMITTEE

Chair Al Roseberry

Bob Hanson

Ginny Nordenstrom

Paula Vanacek pgvan

Ogilvie - Mike Lobdell

TRUSTEES

Chair Steve Sigstad_
Jarek Sundet

Dave Nordenstrom
Dave Smith

Bruce Mosher

FINANCE

Mike Prax

Co-Chairs Al & Phyllis Roseberry
Steve Hansberry

Peggy Smith

Financial Secretary Jan Anderson
Treasurer Janell Anderson
Auditor Bob Halverson

NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL
Chair Pastor Deb Schaffran
Lay Leader Valerie Prax

Chair Valerie Prax
Robin Priebe
Bruce Mosher
Melanie Halverson
Rod Schaffran

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Chair Bob Hanson

Jackie Voight

BrieAnn Merkwan

MacKenzie Merkwan

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE

Chair Melanie Halverson

Jan Anderson

Robin Priebe

Carmel Gorham

Donations Secretary Melanie Halverson
Trustee Rep

MISSIONS
Chair Vi Tatro
Janell Anderson

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT
Bob Halverson

Phyllis Roseberry

Mike Anderson

Janell Anderson

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Altar & Communion Coordinator Gayle Bergloff

ALTAR COMMITTEE

Jan Anderson

Marilee Jensen

Peggy Smith

Member-at-large: Ruth Hansberry

COMMUNION STEWARDS
Don Ripperton

Praise Team Melanie Halverson

SOUND & LIGHTS
Brody Halverson
Valerie Prax

Robin Priebe

David Zins

Rod Schaffran
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Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

Big Waters District David Bard, /nterim Bishop
Susan Nienaber, District Superintendent

March 11, 2021

Dear Mora United Methodist Church,

In partnership with your sister congregations of the Minnesota Annual Conference, thank you for paying 100
percent of your 2020 apportionments! Your generosity supports resources for clergy and congregational
ministries, local and global missions. This denominational giving is truly, “a portion meant” for United
Methodist work and witness that no one individual, no one church could accomplish alone.

This past year you have ministered in extremely challenging times. The global pandemic has caused great loss,
pain, and grief, damaging the economic and social fabric of our society. We are challenged to envision and
embody church in new and nimble ways. | am awed by the creativity and commitment of our Big Waters
District congregations. As United Methodists, we faithfully strive to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world - disciples that are growing in love of God and neighbor, reaching new people,

and healing a broken world. Your apportionment contributions provide the leadership, systems, training, and
support for this vision to bear fruit in and through our local churches. Yes, we're in this together and together
we are making a difference!

I know such dedication does not happen without setting clear priorities, cultivating strong stewardship, and
making challenging financial decisions. Thank you for your leadership! Thank you for the impactful ministry in
which you are engaged! It is an inspiration to serve with you as a partner in offering Christ’s light and love.

With joy and appreciation,

s [Fronabbe,

Rev. Susan Nienaber
Big Waters District Superintendent

www.minnesotaumc.org/bigwaters

122 W Franklin Ave. Suite 400 ¢ Minneapolis, MN 55404 ¢ P:612-230-6153 « FX:612-870-1034
susan.nienaber@minnesotaumc.org



Mora United Methodist
Church

“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love”

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 5505 1-1804
320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible

Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com

Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot
moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com

Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. — 2 p.m., Wed. — Fri.

10:30 a.m. In-Person Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube

Visit us online: moraumc.org

Ogilvie United Methodist
Church

“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord
and serve Him throughout the world”

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible

Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com

9 a.m. In-Person Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube

Visit us online:
moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church
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