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God blessed us with four wonderful seasons and
here we are heading into fall. While I will mourn the
end to the long warm days of summer I also look
forward to the crisp cooler days of fall. All four
seasons have a beauty unique to itself.
For me one of the things I welcome about fall is
returning to some routine. Somehow routine keeps
me grounded. As we enter September the church
also returns to some added routine. Admittedly
COVID has put a kink in our “normal” fall routine,
but we will do the best we can.
We usually hear about making resolutions as we
enter a new year, but I am challenging you to make
some right now in September. Below are some
resolutions to pick from.
Spend 15-30 minutes every day with God.
Join the Friday (1:30) “Getting Ready for
Sunday” Bible study. We discuss the
scripture for the coming Sunday.
Volunteer to staff the “Nursery on a Cart” on
Sundays, in the Fireside room
Join in worship every Sunday of the month
Volunteer to usher

Olive Wendell Holmes said, "September is dressing
herself in showy dahlias and splendid marigolds and
starry zinnias. "
Make it a September to remember!
Your Sister in Christ,
Pastor Deb

September 2021

Pastor Deb
Schaffran is
available for
home visits and
counseling when
requested, as well
as hospital visits
when informed.
Remember that
the hospital does
not inform us of
your admission.
Pastor Deb can
be reached at 952-240-3836.

“Get Ready for Sunday”
All are invited to join a “Get Ready for Sunday”
scripture study as you look ahead to the coming
Sunday. We will meet weekly starting September 10
on Fridays at 1:30 in the fellowship hall or outside –
weather permitting.

Bibles for those that are 3
or those in 3rd grade
September 12 is a special day as we welcome those
three years old and those in third grade with the
presentation of an age-appropriate Bible. Anyone of
any age wanting a Bible please call the church office,
320-679-2713.

James to show how our faith can come to life in all
that we say and do.

July 2021 Finance Report
UMCOR-Disaster and Recovery Relief
United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
responds to disasters in the US and around the world
by working with communities and local partners. If a
disaster overwhelms a community’s ability to recover
on its own, UMCOR provides essential relief supplies
and supports long-term rebuilding efforts. While
UMCOR is not a first-response organization, it stands
ready to accompany communities in need over the
long haul of their recovery until a “new normal” is
established after a crisis. “Early in and last out” is a
guiding principle of UMCOR. Learn more at https://
umcmission.org/umcor. You may drop off or send in
a check (500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051) and
mark it for UMCOR or go to the Give/Donate page of
the Mora UMC website.

Nursery on a Cart
Starting September 12 a cart supplied with activities
for children ages five and under will be available in
the Fireside room. We are also hoping to have an
attendant on-duty each week. All supplies and activities will be cleaned each week. Children under five
having a hard time managing the worship service are
welcome to hangout in the fireside room. The fireside room is located close to the sanctuary.

Blessing of the Backpacks
We are blessing the backpacks on Sunday September
12, during the worship service. This blessing is for
anyone (teachers, students, aides, etc.) that carry a
backpack. Bring your backpack and receive a cross to
add to your zipper. All donated backpacks and supplies will also be blessed at this service.

Sermon series starting September 5
John Wesley, founder of Methodist movement, insisted Christian faith was more than just a set of beliefs
or a feeling. Faith changes our lives and results in
faithful action in the world. The New Testament letter of James gives the same message. This sermon
series will look at Wesley’s General Rules in connection with readings from the New Testament book of

Assets include designated funds in our bank account
of $44,496 (this total includes $-10,172 in our general
fund which compares to $-9,633 in July). Motion was
made and accepted to pay $976 (a tithe of our July
revenue), towards this month’s apportionments. Giving was down .5% from budget in July and expenses
were 22% under budget. Year to date giving is down
17% from budget compared to down 23% last month
and expenses are .2% under budget compared to 1%
under budget last month.
Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund remain $105,717. This money is invested in 5 separate
CD’s with varied renewal dates and rates. Interest
from these CD’s are disbursed at the end of the year
to missions, property funds, or general endowment
funds to meet special needs and ministries.

We Can All Help!
We all have a way to help out our students and
schools get back into full swing this Fall. We will again
be collecting backpacks filled with supplies, or any
school supplies you see as you are out shopping:
notebooks, crayons, glue, pencils, tennis shoes, socks,
Kleenex, Clorox wipes, masks, etc. We will have a “
blessing of the backpacks and school supplies” on Rally Sunday, September 12. Let’s all be the hands and
feet of Jesus in Mora We are also hoping to have
food and games on Rally Sunday. Mark your calendars
and happy shopping!!!

Time for new adventures
Thank you Mora & Ogilvie UMCs for putting up with
me for nine years and 2 months! Doesn’t seem like it
could possibly be I’ve been here that long! My last
official day will be Sept. 17. If you have a chance stop
in and say hi, that would be great!
Take care!
Colleen Hendershot

APPROVED MINUTES – July 8, 2021 Church Council
meeting.
Men’s Club: Is not meeting.
Valerie called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. and
opened with a prayer.

Other business:
A: Meditation Garden looks BEAUTIFUL!
Weeding was done by a nice group of women
Those in attendance meeting were Phyllis Roseberry,
Saturday morning and the later2 yards of chips
Alan Roseberry, Janell Anderson, Valerie Prax, Jan Anwent down in 35 minutes. Melanie organized
derson, Steve Sigstad
the East garden clean up
B: Ushers – we need volunteers for this,
Pastor’s Time: Pastor Deb is on vacation
greeting and welcoming. Sign ups are in the Narthex.
C: Indoor meeting and gathering protocols:
The Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C Alan/
Fellowship time to started on June 20 – just
Steve
coffee to start. – volunteers are needed
Financial Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C
D: Goals for 2021 – what things do we still
Janell/Steve
need to bring back?
Treasurer’s report were approved as presented M/S/
C Jan/Phyllis
M/S/C Steve/Janell to adjourn at 7:50pm
Finance Committee: Sending 10% of general fund giving to apportionments. We will then be through May
and just a start into June. At our meeting before this
we continue to work on the Financial Wellness info.

Next meeting Thursday August 12, 2021 at 7:00 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Janell Anderson, Council Secretary

Trustees: meeting next Wednesday, going back to the
Wednesday before starting next month – rather than
Saluting those in the military:
the second Wednesday of the month. There are plans
to take down two trees.
AB Gravning, Zander J
323 TRS/Dorm 3C2 FLT 821
SPPRC: Met the 29th. They haven’t forgotten about a
1320 Truemper St Unite 369563
youth/children director. They will start reaching out
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-6408
again, maybe posting on Facebook, at the school…
Coborn’s??? rather than the newspapers they didn’t
bring in any inquiries the last time.
Christian Education: no report
Worship: not meeting during the summer.
Missions: nothing to report – both of the Graner are
now retired – Janell to contact Vi about new goals?
Memorials: Bert brought in memorial money that was
made directly out to the church.
Technology: Alan, Phyllis, Steve Hansberry and Don
Ripperton have both volunteered to learn the sound
both and power point system.
WICS: Didn’t meet last month

Remembering our friends of Mora UMC
Lorraine Kobberdahl
Eastwood Senior Living
170 Valhalla Circle, Mora, MN 55051
Avis Pixley
Hallett Cottages,
350 4th Street NE, Crosby, MN 56441
Remembering our friends of Ogilvie UMC
Dorothy Carroll
St. Clare Living Community of Mora
110 7th St, Apt. 13
Mora, MN 55051
Ruth Kaufert
646 Old Main St. N., Cambridge, MN 55008

September Birthdays & Anniversaries*
Ogilvie UMC
02 Alan & Michael Baumann
04 Laurie Torgeson
06 Kaye Carda
07 David Ulman
09 Rod Schaffran
28 Lori Huro
Mora UMC
01 Tommy Madison
03 Barbara Rische
05 Jack & Jani Sigstad
08 Ruth Smith
09 Rod Schaffran
11 Michael Anderson
12 Rhonda Stegeman
12 Jacob Ruud
14 Dave & Ginny Nordenstrom
16 James Gravning
17 Rowan Merkwan
17 Jacob & Breanna Ruud
18 Steve & Ruth Hansberry
18 Adley & Everley Nelson
21 Arlene Anderman
25 Skylar Voight
26 Taylor Hanson
27 Phyllis Roseberry
28 Peggy Smith
28 Jesse Stegeman
30 Desmond Merkwan
*Bold indicates anniversary

Thank You
The Mora Food Pantry thanks Mora UMC for its donation of 272 lbs. of food to the Pantry for April—
June 2021.

Thank You
One More Time thanks Mora UMC for time donated
by Cindy Peterson and enclose a check for $31 donated to your food shelf for June 2021..

Hospitality Opportunities
Hello, you may have gotten a recent email asking if
you’d continue to serve the church by bringing flowers, ushering or greeting. Thank you to those who
have replied!
To everyone, I’m looking to fill Sundays with willing
volunteers for those areas. If you’re willing to serve in
any capacity please let me know as soon as possible
so I can begin scheduling in August.
Thank you so much! The more people who can do
some of these the less often you will be scheduled!

Mora United Methodist
Church

Ogilvie United Methodist
Church

“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love”

“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord
and serve Him throughout the world”

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804
320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
Office Administrator Colleen R. Hendershot
moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com
Office Administrator Hours: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m., Wed. – Fri.
10:30 a.m. In-Person Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 56358
320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible
Pastor Debra Schaffran
952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com
9 a.m. In-Person Worship
10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube
Visit us online:
moraumc.org/ogilvie-united-methodist-church

Visit us online: moraumc.org
Find us on Facebook: United Methodist Church of Mora

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Mora United Methodist Church
500 Clark Street
Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804
320-679-2713

