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“An Attitude of gratitude”  
“An attitude of gratitude” — I seek, as much as 
possible, to have an attitude of gratitude and not 
just on Thanksgiving Day. Even on the tough days I 
try to name the many ways I am blessed. 
  
By Laurens Glass* from UMC Communications 
writes “Gratitude is an amazing lens with which to 
view the world. When we focus on our blessings, we 
tend to be happier. When we realize how much we 
possess, we tend to be more thoughtful of those 
who have less. When we talk about the good 
together, we tend to appreciate each other more. 
  

Being grateful is really about being more mindful. 
Perhaps this mindfulness will help us all to focus on 
the abundance in our lives and how we can share it 
with others. This November, engage in gratitude. 
And, remember, it only takes about thirty days for a 
new practice to become a habit. Thanks be to God!” 

  

My challenge to you is to identify 3-5 things you are 
grateful for each day of November. You might share 
the things you have identified with those around 
your dinner table, or you might make a running list 
that you can review at any time. The important 
thing is to look back on your day and give thanks to 
God.  
As I write this, I give thanks for the following, 

• The church families at Mora UMC and Ogilvie 
UMC 
• Sunny fall-days 
• Good neighbors 

 
 
 
  

Do know, my friends, 
that I give thanks for 
you and for my 
appointment to Mora 
United Methodist 
Church and Ogilvie 
United Methodist 
Church. 
  

To God Be the Glory, 
Pastor Deb 

  
  

 Thanksgiving Reading and Prayer 

Reader: Today is Thanksgiving Day. We are grateful 
to be together at this time of the year. 
 
Reader: Hear these words from the Bible: 
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
the world, and all who live in it; 
for he founded it upon the seas 
and established it upon the waters.” (Psalm 24:1-2, 
NIV) 

Reader: As we light the candles on this table, let 
them be a reminder to us of God’s presence with us. 
 
Reader: Let us pray, “O God for all the blessings we 
enjoy, we give you thanks. Help us look at the world 
around us in such a way that we see your hand in 
creation and in those we meet. Help us be a blessing 
today to those gathered around this table and in all 
our days to those we meet at home, at school, in 
church, and in our community. AMEN. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Pastor Deb Schaffran is available for home 
visits and counseling when requested, as well 
as hospital visits when informed.  Remember 
that the hospital does not inform us of your 
admission.  Pastor Deb can be reached at 952
-240-3836. 
 
Thank You… 

Currently we are without an office support person. 
Thank you Riley Dahlberg, Phyllis Roseberry and Rod 
Schaffran for assisting with office related duties. 
A big thank you to Don Ripperton for all the extra 
duties you have picked up. If you weren’t here on 
Sunday mornings, there are many things that might 
not get done. We are so thankful for your service.   
Thank you sound board folks. We greatly appreciate 
your work on Sunday mornings assuring we have 
audio and video set up and going. 
  
 

 Ogilvie Lawn and Garden 

Thank you to everyone that cares for the Ogilvie 
Garden. Also thank you to Kaye Carda and family for 
the care of the lawn.  

 
 

Mora Meditation Garden 

This past week the Mora meditation garden was put to 
bed for the winter. The beauty of the garden was 
enjoyed for many months. We are so thankful for the 
effort of everyone that planted, weeded, watered, 
deadheaded and prepared the garden for winter for 
winter.     
  
 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
September 2021 Finance Report 

Assets include designated funds in our bank account 
of $43,033 (this total includes $-12,504 in our general 
fund which compares to $-10,172 in July).  Motion 
was made and accepted to pay $662 (a tithe of our 
September revenue), towards this month’s 
apportionments.  Giving was down 35% from budget 
and expenses are 8% under budget for 
September.  Year to date giving is down 19% 
compared to 17% in July and expenses are 3% under 
compared to .2% under in July.   Detailed accounts 
balance report is available by request in the Church 
Office 

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund 
remain $105,717.  This money is invested in 5 
separate CD’s with varied renewal dates and 
rates.  Interest from these CD’s are disbursed at the 
end of the year to missions, property funds, or general 
endowment funds to meet special needs and 
ministries.   

Our Stewardship Campaign “All In Giving” concludes 
October 31st with Consecration Sunday. Please join us 
as we dedicate in prayer these offerings and 
commitments to Gods purpose.  

 

 

Job Opportunity! 

There is a current opening for Church  

Secretary and Finance Secretary.  SPPRC 

and Church Council are currently looking at 

combining these two roles.  This position is 

part time with number of hours to be de-

termined.  If interested in applying contact 

Pastor Deb or Alan Roseberry, SPPRC Chair.   



APPROVED MINUTES –September, 2021 

Church Council meeting. 

 

Valerie called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. and 

Pastor opened with a prayer.  

 

Those in attendance meeting were Phyllis Roseber-

ry, Alan Roseberry, Janell Anderson, Rhonda 

Stegeman, Pastor Deb, Valerie Prax, Don Ripperton, 

Carmel Gorham  

 

Pastor’s Time:  The two weeks of leave came her 

time to focus on the future and goals for this 

church.  Because of that time away she has spent 

about 2 weeks in the office since the last meet-
ing.  She is delighted by all the items that were 

brought for backpack and school supply blessing that 

will take place this coming Sunday.  With help from 

Jackie Voight and the Merkans a ‘nursery cart’ has 

been developed and had very cleanable items to be 

used in the fireside room for young children and 

families to listen to the service.  Bibles for 3 year 

olds will be ready to give away on this coming Sun-

day too. There are no 3rd graders for those Bibles. A 

traditional Rally Day is not being planned but we are 

ready to have the children more envolved. 

 

The Secretary’s report was approved with the addi-

tion of Carmel’s name in the attendance list M/S/C 

Carmel/Phyllis 

Financial Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C 

Carmel/Rhonda 

Treasurer’s report were approved as presented M/

S/C Jan/Carmel 

 

Finance Committee: Sending 10% of general fund 

giving to apportionments. Phyllis presented a mock 

up for the Steward ship drive h with Consecration 

Sunday in October.  

 

Trustees: No report 

 

SPPRC: Colleen’s last day in the office is set for Sep-

tember 17. Jan is also wanting to step down from 

the Financial Secretary’s position.  Rolling Jan’s du-
ties in with the Office Administrator’s position could 

be a real good fit. SPPRC wants to be clear that they 

have not forgotten about the youth/children’s direc-

tor’s position. The Annual report is still being 

worked on as well 

 

Christian Education: They are meeting quarterly and 

the next meeting will be in October 

 

Worship: They are also meeting quarterly and the 

next meeting will be in October.  

 

Missions: nothing to report  

 

Memorials:  nothing to report.  

 

Technology: Nothing new to report. 

 

WICS: Not meeting in September 

 

Men’s Club:  Is not meeting.  
 

Other business: 

 

M/S/C Carmel/Jan to adjourn at 7:55pm 

 

Next meeting Thursday October 14, 2021 at 7:00 

pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janell Anderson, Council Secretary 

 

 

Worship Services In Person & on YouTube! 

You can worship with us in person or on our 

YouTube channel each week with services starting at 

10:30a.m. You can go directly to YouTube and 

search for Mora United Methodist Church or go to 

our website: moraumc.org and find a link on the 

home page! 

 

 

 

 



 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries* 

Ogilvie UMC 

11 Blayne Krahmer 

24 Rod & Deb Schaffran (43) 

27 Pastor Deb Schaffran  

 

Mora UMC 

01 Nick & Rachel Slocumb (7) 

02 Lanny & Rhonda Stegeman (47) 

02 Jerry McGuire 

02 Sharon Diessner 

04 Kimberly Voight 

05 David & Amy Zins (26) 

07 Maura Holland 

08 Jan Anderson 

11 Samuel Zins 

12 Abby Merkwan 

12 Riley Priebe 

13 Jordy Stegeman 

15 Marc Jensen 

18 Jude Houglum 

20 Arnie Voight 

20 Dana Nistler 

20 Arnie Voight 

21 Lindsay Sigstad 

23 Bob & Melanie Halverson (53) 

24 Rod & Pastor Deb Schaffran (43) 

27 Pastor Deb Schaffran 

27 Mark & Nancy Place (25) 

27 Evalynn Holland 

  
*Bold indicates anniversary 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remembering our friends of Mora 
UMC: 
 
Lorraine Kobberdahl 

Eastwood Senior Living 

170 Valhalla Circle 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Avis Pixley 

Hallett Cottages 

350 4th Street NE 

Crosby, MN 56441 

 

Remembering our friends of Ogilvie 
UMC: 
 

Dorthy Carroll 

St. Clare Living Community of Mora 

110 7th St. Apt 13 

Mora, MN 55051 

 

Ruth Kaufert 

646 Old Main St. N 

Cambridge, MN 55008 

 

 

 

Saluting those in the military: 
 

AB Gravning, Zander J 

323 TRS/Dorm 3C2 FLT 821 

1320 Truemper St Unite 369563 

JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-6408 

 

 

 
 

 
 



Kathleen Ann (Macko) 
 
B: June 23,  1939 
D: Aug. 11, 2021 

Dr. Ardell “Bill” William 

Diessner 

B: July 28, 1923 

D: March 26, 2021 

We remember 

those who have 

passed in the last  

year. 

From Mora UMC 

Paul Estel Rodecap 

B: Aug. 23, 1925 

D: Feb. 11. 2021 

Margaret “Peg” Roesler 

B: Nov. 23, 1935 

D:  Feb. 1, 2021 

Karen Fay (Svoboda) 

Watson 

B: August 13, 1946 

D:   June 12, 2021 

Marsha Ann (Nordenstrom) 

Knuth 

B: Feb, 16, 2021 

D: Jan 2nd, 2021 



We remember those 

who have passed in the 

last  year. 

From Ogilvie UMC 

Sharon Hess 

B: April 30, 1944 

D: Oct. 4, 2020 

Martin Fredericks 

B: April 15, 1984 

D:  April 21, 2021 

Stanley Visser 

B: May 26, 1943 

D:  Feb. 8, 2021 

Vern Kaufert 

B: May 21, 1924 

D:  Sept. 15, 2020 

John St. John 

B: Jan. 24, 1936 

D: Jan 21, 2021 

Gerrett Osterdyke 

B: March 28, 1925 

D: Sept. 22, 1921 

Dan Torgeson  

B: Jan. 12, 1962 

D:  Oct. 15, 2021 





Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

Office Administrator—open position 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: varied 
 

 

10:30 a.m. Worship available on YouTube 
 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 
 

Ogilvie United Methodist 

Church 
“To know Jesus Christ as our risen Lord 

and serve Him throughout the world” 
 

201 West Bragg Street, PO Box 267, Ogilvie, MN 

56358 

320-272-4255 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 

Mora United Methodist Church                                                                                                          

500 Clark Street 

Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804 

320-679-2713  
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