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So, the boring stuff 
 
I’m retired, moved to Florida and am working on 
doing fill in preaching as needed.  Am thrilled to be at 
Mora UMC.  I miss preaching and people. 
Love to tell stories as an element of preaching. Will be 
as open book as possible. 

Ask questions do not assume .  
And I tell Dad jokes that will cause deep groans. 
 
Come join us. You may even chuckle at times or really 
laugh out loud 
 
Blessings 
Pastor Guy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Three names 
I  am called 
1. Dad 
2. Pastor 
3. Grandpa 
Three places I have lived: 
1. Minnesota 
2. Western Canada 
3. Florida 
Three places I have worked: 
1. TALD 
2. Duluth Public Schools 
3. West Bethel / Spirit River United Methodist Church 
 
(Photo 1:  Guy preaching at Wildwood UMC 
(Photo 2: With Son in Law/Daughter/Granddaughters) 

 
Three things I 
love to watch: 
1. Grandkids 
2. Youth when 
they realize they 
just learned 
something 
3. Fireworks over 
water 
 
Three places I 
have been: 
1. Europe 
2. Caribbean 
3. Israel/Palestine 
 
Three things I love to eat: 
1. Cheeseburgers on the grill with fried onions 
2. Fresh caught Walleye 
3. Escargot 
 
Three favorite drinks: 
1. Strong coffee 
2. Water with Squeezed Lemon ice cubes 
3. Diet Soda 
 
Three things I am looking forward to: 
1. Summer 
2. Preaching 
3. Future 
 
Three things on my bucket list: 
1. Tahiti/Fiji 
2. A nation without prejudice 
3. Reading all the books I own 
 
Now here is what you could do! Make your list and 
we share them over the next few weeks together. 
Pay it Forward! 



 
• Palm Sunday April 10th meet our Interim 

Pastor Guy Sederski.  Service is at 

10:30am. 

• Maundy Thursday Service at 6:15pm. 

• Easter Sunday April 17th  Service at 

10:30am.  Join us for a Pancake breakfast 

prior to the service. 

 

Worship Options  
Church service continues at 10:30am.  Alter-
natives to this time are being considered.   
An earlier time such as 9:30am is being dis-
cussed which would allow for fellowship time 
after the service.   What are your thoughts?  
Contact the church office or any Council or 
Worship committee member to provide feed-
back.    
We continue to follow closely the recom-
mendations of the Minnesota Annual Confer-
ence and the Minnesota Department of 
health for safety. At this time masks are op-
tional and we look forward to resuming all 
worship activities as they were pre-
pandemic.   
On-line worship is on hold until additional 
members can be trained on the MEVO cam-
era device that streams to our YouTube chan-
nel.  Stayed tuned for updates. 

 

Flowers 
Help beautify our church on Easter  
Sunday with colorful, fragrant flowers!   
Suggested donation is $12-$20 and can 
be placed in the offering plate, mailed  
to the church or via online giving.   
You are also welcome to bring in your  
Flowers.  Than You from the Alter  
Committee: Jan Anderson, Gayle Bergloff,  
Marliee Jensen and Peggy Smith.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Remembering our friends of Mora UMC 
 
Avis Pixley 
Hallett Cottages 
350 4th Street NE, Crosby, MN 56441 
 
 
 

Saluting those in the military: 
 
AB Gravning, Zander J 
323 TRS/Dorm 3C2 FLT 821 
1320 Truemper St Unite 369563 
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-6408 
 



Invitation to join the Mora UMC Prayer Chain. 

 
The prayer chain is an opportunity  for our con-
gregation to help strengthen support of each 
other through prayers for comfort, strength in 
times of stress, and in friendship.  Prayer re-
quests must come with permission of the per-
son or family member.  We respect privacy and 
appreciate keeping the concern to our prayers 
only.  Prayer requests may include people not 
part of our congregation, but we need to have 
family permission. 
Requests are posted on email to Prayer Chain 
members, currently by Ruth Smith 763 302-
9115.  This Chain was begun by United Meth-
odist Women before there was internet and 
was done with individual phone calls.  It has 
been difficult to maintain the chain by phone, 
admittedly.  A volunteer is needed to step for-
ward to communicate prayer needs to those 
without e-mail. 
There is strength in prayer, a giving of Gods love 
to others.  
 
Ruth Smith 

Church Directory 

Please contact the church office with any 
address or phone number updates.  If you 
have an email that is not on file we would 
appreciate that also!   E-mail is the best way 
for us to stay connected with you.  If you 
are receiving this Newsletter in the mail 
that is because we have no email on file or 
you have chosen a paper copy.   
 
Pastoral Care Needs 

Contact the church office if you need  
support from a Pastor.  Remember that the 
hospital does not inform us of your  
admission.  Once our Interim Pastor is in 
place, he will be assuming full pastoral  
responsibilities.  Until then we will connect 
you with someone.   
 
Hospitaliy Opportunities 

We continue to look for volunteers for 
many areas of worship from ushering, 
greeting, bringing flowers, reading ,  and 
fellowship hosts.  It is exciting to see the  
Church open with less and less restrictions 
due to the pandemic.  If you are willing to 
serve in any capacity please notify the 
church office so I can resume scheduling as 
Colleen did in the past.  Thank you so 
much!  The more people who can do some 
of these the less often you will be 
scheduled. 
 
Thank You! 

One More Time thanks Mora UMC for time 
donated in January and February of 2022 by 
Cindy Peterson for hours donated to the 
Mora Food Shelf for the those months.  
Checks totally $64 was given to Mora UMC 
in appreciation of the time Cindy donated! 



 

February 2022 Finance Report 

Assets include designated funds in our bank ac-

count of $41,454.46 (this total includes  

$-11,797.96 in our general fund which compares 

to $17.11 a year ago). Motion was made and ac-

cepted to pay a tithe of our February revenue to-

wards apportionments or $525.  For the first two 

months of this year total income including giving 

and rental income is $2,733 less than a year ago or 

down 13%.  Expenses compared to a year ago are 

$721 less than a year ago or down 8%.  Budgeted 

income and expenses are divided evenly through-

out the year which does not always reflect the re-

ality.  Thus, finance will report out budget compar-

isons on a quarterly basis and instead focus on 

comparisons to where we were a year ago in 

monthly reports.  Actual detailed finance reports 

are available in the office for review. 

Audit of 2021 accounts were completed by Mi-

chael Prax utilizing audit guidelines from the MN 

UMC.  Thanks to Michael and also to Robert Hal-

verson for acting as a consultant. 

Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund 

remain $108,717.  This includes $3000 that was 

donated in November.  This donation will be add-

ed to a CD that comes due in May.  Permanent En-

dowment Fund money is invested in 5 separate 

CD’s with varied renewal dates and rates.  Interest 

from these CD’s are disbursed at the end of the 

year to missions, property funds, or general en-

dowment funds to meet special needs and minis-

tries.  The Permanent Endowment Fund Com-

mittee met and this last year’s interest of $2039.81 

will go equally to Parking Lot Fund, Pastor Discre-

tion Fund, UMCOR and Food for Friends. 

 

Register now for camp!  

 
Church Camp registration is now open at 

www.campminnesota.org. Space may be lim-

ited this season, so sign up soon! All camps 

and registration information are available on 

the website,.  This helps to ensure that you will 

always have the most up-to-date information. 

 

Camperships Available  

Camperships are available from the local 

church and from the Minnesota conference of 

the UMC. To apply for the camperships, fami-

lies must complete the form below and return 

it to the church office.  

 

Campership Form - Mora UMC . 

 

Name of Parent 

__________________________________________  

Mailing Address 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________  

Phone/Email 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________ 

Name of Camper Camp Number Date of Camp 

__________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________

__________________________________  

Return form Prior to the start of designated 

camp. 



On April 30th there is: “A Christian Celebration of a life of Mu-
sic” for Maree Nordenstrom who was our Organist for 71 
years.  Service will start at 10:30 with a luncheon to follow in 
the social hall at 12: noon.   
 She is survived by her children, David (Ginny), Tom (June). 
Holly (Chaz) Carroll, and BJ (Mary); son-in-law Thomas Knuth; 
brother Marvin Holladay; 12 grandchildren; 26 great grand-
children; 6 great-great grandchildren; many nephews,  
nieces, other  
relatives and  
friends.  

In Celebration of Lives  Well Lived  

A Memorial Celebration for Gene Anderson will be held Sat-

urday May 7, 2022 from 2:00-4:00 pm at the Mora Fire Hall, 

218 Railroad Ave. NE.  A time of sharing starts at 2:00pm. 

Gene was an active member of both our community and 

Mora UMC.  He is survived by his mother Frances; wife Jan; 

sons, Greg (Christine) and Matt (Dana); 5 grandchildren, Kal-

lan, Sofia, Gillian, Ryan, and Stella; brothers, Mike (Jody) 

and Lee Anderson (Barb); sisters and brothers-in-law, Mar-

garet Woolery, Curt (Barb) Orstad, John (Darlene) Orstad, 

and Steve (Donna) Orstad; many nieces, nephews, other rel-

atives and countless friends.  

A Celebration of Life service will be held for Jim Jacobson on 
Saturday, April 23 at 2:00 pm in Pipestone. Visitation will be 
prior to the service starting at 12:30 pm. Jim passed away in his 
Mora home on February 4 at the age of 73. He is survived by 
his wife Cheri, 3 sons, 2 daughters-in-law, and 6 grandchildren. 
Jim and Cheri moved from Pipestone in October of 2020 and 
began attending Mora UMC when our services resumed in April 
2021.  



April Birthdays & 

Anniversaries* 

 
 
02 Barry Madison 
02 Lannath Stegeman 
03 Phyllis Junnila 
03 Dana Anderson 
07 Kyle Wellnitz 
07 Lisa Paulsen 
10 Kayly Paulsen 
10 Cindy Onasch & Larry 
11 Viola Tatro 
13 Jacquelin Voight 
17 Bert Watson  
18 Alexa Schaefer 
21 Janice Peterson 
23 Kelli Peterson 
24 Grace Hanson 
25 Dale & Lynn Nelson 
27 Kevin & Edith Sederberg 
28 Mike Schultz 
28 Kelly Jensen 
30 Tracy Dixon 
 
 *Bold indicates anniversary 
 

 
 

Faith & Fellowship 

Coffee Fellowship Needs You! 

 
To sign up to set up-serve-and-clean-up! Less is 
more.  This is not a breakfast.  FELLOWSHIP is 
the most important part here. 
Thank you, kindly to all who have served in the 
past, and to all who are thinking about serving 
again!  If you have never served and are inter-
ested, please let us know, we can help find the 
right person to serve with you.  We need  
YOU for Mora UMC fellowship to happen!  
 

APRIL 2022 SUNDAYS 

3RD   ALAN & PHYLLIS ROSEBERRY 

10TH  RUTH SMITH 

17TH   MENS CLUB PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

24TH 

MAY 2022 SUNDAYS 

1ST  MIKE & VALERIE PRAX 

8TH  WICS 

15TH 

22ND 

29TH 



APPROVED MINUTES – February 10, 2022 
Church Council meeting. 
 
Chairperson Valerie Prax called the meeting to 
order at 7:03 pm.  
 
Pastor Deb opened with a reading from ‘Jesus 
CEO” 
 
Those in attendance meeting were Phyllis 
Roseberry, Alan Roseberry, Janell Anderson, 
Rhonda Stegeman, Pastor Deb, Carmel 
Gorham, Valerie Prax, Jan Anderson and Steve 
Sigstad. 
 
Pastor’s Time: Pastor said that as a ‘lame 
duck’ Pastor she felt that she shouldn’t be a 
part of the council, that going forward it was 
all of us. If there is something that we need 
for her to do she, of course, would do that.   
 
The Secretary’s report was approved M/S/C 
Steve/Carmel 
Financial Secretary’s report was approved M/
S/C Janell/Jan  - Everything has been moved 
over to Shepherds Staff 
Treasurer’s report was approved as presented 
M/S/C Carmel/Steve 
 
Finance Committee: Finance will be meeting 
at 5:30-6:30 to give Church Council a little 
more time to get through the agenda items 
completed in the coming months.  
 
Trustees The repair work was completed on 
the two houses by the tree removal person, 
so Steve wrote him a check for the reminder 
of the amount due. Janell will get Steve a re-
imbursement check in the next week.  Men’s 
club will be donating $1000.00 to the tree re-
moval fund. Janell needs to put the total to-

gether for the donations towards the tree re-
moval. The Men’s Club check book will be giv-
en back to Pat Gorham for the time being.  
 
SPPRC: Working on the process for the hiring 
of a new Pastor. Lanny, Steve and Al did the 
annual walk through of the parsonage. All 
looks good.  There is a meeting set up with DS 
Cynthia William (DS from the SE part of the 
state) Some will attend via Zoom. The 
meeting will start after church on Sunday. 
 
Worship: No report 
 
Missions: No report 
 
Christian Ed: No report 
 
Memorials: No report 
 
Technology: No report 
 
WICS: meeting next week and will discuss the 
Pancake and sausage dinner on Tuesday 
March 1. 
 
Men’s Club: meet last week, they had Cowboy 
spaghetti.  
 
Other business items: numbers in attendance 
are looking better – nothing new in COVID 
prodigals  
 
The rest of the meeting was an introduction 
to Visioning, Mission work lead by Valerie.  
We will begin meeting at 6:30 next month to 
have more time to accomplish this.   
 
M/S/C Steve/Carmel to adjourn at 8:01 pm 
 



2022 CHURCH LEAERSHIP 
 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL 
Auditor Michael Prax 
Christian Education Chair Bob Hanson  
Church Treasurer Janell Anderson  
Council Chair Valerie Prax  
Finance Co-Chairs Al & Phyllis Roseberry  
Financial Secretary (Interim) Phyllis Roseberry  
Lay Leader/Speaker Valerie Prax  
Memorials Chair Melanie Halverson  
Missions Chair Vi Tatro  
Recording Secretary Janell Anderson  
Representative to Annual Conference Valerie Prax  or 
Janell Anderson  
Staff/Pastor Relations Chair Al Roseberry  
Trustees Chair Steve Sigstad  
Worship Chair Melanie Halverson 
At Large Council members 
Carmel Gorham   
Rhonda Stegeman  

STAFF/PASTOR/PARISH RELATIONS  
COMMITTEE 
Chair Al Roseberry  
Bob Hanson  
Ginny Nordenstrom  
Paula Vanacek 

TRUSTEES 
Chair Steve Sigstad  
Lanny Stegeman 
Jarek Sundet  
Dave Nordenstrom  
Dave Smith  
Bruce Mosher  
 
FINANCE 
Mike Prax  
Co-Chairs Al & Phyllis Roseberry  
Peggy Smith  
Financial Secretary (Interim) Phyllis Roseberry 
Treasurer Janell Anderson       
Auditor Michael Prax 

NOMINATIONS & PERSONNEL 
Chair  
Lay Leader Valerie Prax  

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS & TECHNOLOGY  
Chair Valerie Prax  
Robin Priebe  
Bruce Mosher  
Melanie Halverson  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Chair Bob Hanson  
Jackie Voight  
BrieAnn Merkwan  
MacKenzie Merkwan  
 
MEMORIALS COMMITTEE 
Chair Melanie Halverson  
Jan Anderson  
Robin Priebe  
Carmel Gorham   
Donations Secretary Melanie Halverson  
Steve Sigstad  Trustee Rep 

MISSIONS 
Chair Vi Tatro  
Janell Anderson  

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT 
Bob Halverson 
Phyllis Roseberry 
Mike Anderson 
Janell Anderson 

WORSHIP & ALTAR COMMITTEE 
Worship Chair Melanie Halverson 
Altar & Communion Coordinator Gayle Bergloff  
Jan Anderson  
Marilee Jensen  
Cheri Jacobson 
Ruth Smith 
Peggy Smith  
Communion Steward  Don Ripperton 
 
MUSIC & PRAISE TEAM COORDINATOR  
Melanie Halverson  
 
SOUND & LIGHTS 
Brody Halverson  
Valerie Prax  
Robin Priebe  
David Zins  
Sam Zins 
Alan Roseberry 
 
 

mailto:willys51@q.com
mailto:willys51@q.com
mailto:willys51@q.com
mailto:mvprax@q.com
mailto:christy.sundet@yahoo.com
mailto:brodyhalverson@gmail.com
mailto:mvprax@q.com
mailto:robinradio@yahoo.com


Each year, churches in the Minnesota Annual 
Conference take a Love Offering for missions in 
conjunction with our Annual Conference Ses-
sion. The theme of the 2022 Annual Confer-
ence—which will take place May 24-25—is 
“Jesus: Healer.”  

Bishop David Bard invites congregations to pray 
about and participate in the Love Offering as a 
generous expression of God’s wild and extrava-
gant love. 

“Even in difficult times, Minnesota United 
Methodists have shown themselves to be gen-
erous in sharing the healing love of Jesus,” he 
said. “Our world confronts countless challeng-
es, and though one offering cannot meet or 
overcome them all, it can do good and bring 
healing in the name and spirit of Jesus.” 

Our Love Offering this year will address food 
insecurity by supporting three Minnesota Unit-
ed Methodist food ministries. Funds will also 
assist those in need in our nation and world by 
supporting Red Bird Missionary Conference in 
Appalachia and Volunteers in Mission trips. 

The funds from this year’s offering will to go to: 

• The Red Bird Missionary Conference in Ap-
palachia (40 percent) 
• Food insecurity across Minnesota (50 
percent, divided among the three minis-
tries) 

• Holy Grounds at Centenary UMC, Manka-
to (17 percent) 

• Simpson Food Pantry, Minneapolis (17 
percent) 

• West African Family and Community Food 
Shelf, Brooklyn Center (17 percent) 

•  
• Volunteers in Mission scholarships (10 per-

cent) 
Donate to the Love Offering 

If you wish to donate by check, send a check to 

Minnesota UMC, 122 W. Franklin Ave., Suite 

400, Minneapolis, MN 55404. Be sure to put 

"Love Offering" in the memo line.  

 

Donations can also be given by placing in the 

offering plate, mail a check to the church or do-

nating online via the Give Now button on our 

website.  Please note Love Offering in the 

memo section of your check. 

 

2022 Love  

Offering 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/annualconference
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrzsno29p9Xdv_Mx4n1OzHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubkwbRJkX7GbzWyRIiE7iow=
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrzsno29p9Xdv_Mx4n1OzHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubkwbRJkX7GbzWyRIiE7iow=


 

Twin Cities-based Woodbury Chorus and Orchestra, under the direction of Cindy Martinson, will re-
turn to the Mora area on April 24, 2022 to present their 20th concert in support of local area food 
shelves.  This concert was originally scheduled for presentation in 2020, but because of Covid 19, 
all WCO concerts were cancelled.  This will be the first concert for WCO since March of 2020 when 
our concerts were suspended. 
 
Titled “A Celebration of Life,” this program of uplifting choral and orchestral music will include a va-
riety of pieces, ranging from “Joyful, Joyful” from the film Sister Act 2, to the acclaimed “Indodana,” 
along with “Swing Low/Swing Down Chariot” by the men singers, “Arise my Soul, Arise” by the 
women, the first movement of Dan Forrest’s “Jubilate Deo” Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” and 
more. 
 
This concert will be held at 4:00 p.m. on April 24, 2022, at St Mary’s Catholic Church, 201 E. Forest 
Ave. in Mora. No tickets are required for admission. A free-will offering will be taken during the 
concert, with 100% of the proceeds going to benefit the Mora Food Pantry and Ogilvie Food Shelf.  
Throughout those nineteen years of Mora concerts, the Mora area community has been the most 
generous of all the venues where WCO has performed, raising a total of $112,628.59, which is 
enough to buy 477,209 meals.   
 
Woodbury Chorus and Orchestra, founded in 1985, is an arts organization that is unique in the Twin 
Cities area. All members, including the directors, are unpaid volunteers and dedicated to helping 
those in need. Their primary mission is to provide quality music and raise funds for food shelves in 
the areas where they perform, through freewill offerings taken at their concerts. 
 
As the Woodbury Chorus and Orchestra enters their 37th year, they note that their audiences have 
given well over half a million dollars for the food shelves, enough to provide over 2,850,000 meals. 
The Chorus and Orchestra receive no compensation for this concert. 





Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Guy Serderski 

320-679-2713  pastorguy@comcast.net 
 

Office Administrator Phyllis Roseberry 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: 2:30p-4:30p Mon=Thurs 
 

10:30 a.m. In-Person Worship 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 

Mora United Methodist Church                                                                                                          

500 Clark Street 

Mora, Minnesota 55051-1804 

320-679-2713  
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