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A new year is upon us. In 2021 we heard many say 

things like “I will be glad when this year is over”. 

Here we are in 2022 and again we long to be done 

with another challenging year. There is no doubt 

that the covid virus has impacted all of us in so 

many ways. Like you, I am sick of it and want it to 

be done.  

While I wait for an end to the virus I long for peace: 

peace among people, peace in families, peace on 

earth. While I wait, I will work to do my part to bring 

about peace.  

The new year at Mora UMC will be different than the 

past year. The church office we no longer have a 

paid office support person. Much of the office 

support work is being done by volunteers with some 

work left undone and I am picking up some support 

work. I give thanks for our church volunteers 

because without them so much would not get done. 

The new year also brings about a change in my 

hours. Effective January 1, 2022, Mora and Ogilvie 

UMC will not be linked financially. For the past many 

years Ogilvie and Mora split the pastor’s salary and 

hours 25/75.  

The change in my hours will impact many things. As 
of this writing I am not sure what hours I will be in 

the office, and I will let 
you know when I get it 
figured out. Prior to 
January 1, 2022, I 
represented the Mora 
UMC in a variety of 
Kanabec County and 
Mora activities. It saddens 
me that my schedule will 
no longer allow me the 
time to represent you in 
the following groups: 
• Kanabec County Jail Ministry 
• Kanabec County Food Pantry Board 
• Kanabec County Emergency Covid Response 
• Kanabec County Collaborative Board 
• Nursing Home Worship at St Clares and 

Eastwood 
• Kanabec County Ministerial Association 
• Community Thanksgiving Service 
• Community Good Friday Service 
• Mora Baccalaureate Service    
 
If you have an interest in representing the United 

Methodist Church in any of the organization/

activities listed, please let me know and I will give 

you the contact information. 

As we move into 2022 I leave you with this: 

Lord, You make all things new You bring hope alive 
in our hearts And cause our Spirits to be born again. 
Thank you for this new year For all the potential it 
holds. Come and kindle in us A mighty flame So that 
in our time, many will see the wonders of God And 
live forever to praise Your glorious name. Amen (A 
modern prayer for the New Year from www.lords-
prayer-words.com) 
 
Read more at: https://www.lords-prayer-words.com/
times/new_year_prayer.html 
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Mora United Methodist Church Administrative 

Council Meeting Minutes for Thursday, Nov. 11, 

2021 

Present: Pastor Deb Schaffran, Al Roseberry, Phyllis 
Roseberry, Jan Anderson, Rhonda Stegeman, Steve 
Sigstad, and Carmel Gorham 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02pm by Al Roseberry 
filling in for the Council Chair Valerie Prax who was unable 
to attend. 

Pastors time: 
Pastor gave a reading about Leadership and Prayer. 
Pastor Deb noted that people are having more anxiety with 
the needs that they are having, especially financial. 
She shared about the pledge that have been made for our 
next years financial being. 

The first pledge that came in was from an ‘at home’ 
worshiper and will most likely continue to be an 
online worshiper. 

On pledge Sunday, Oct. 22
nd

, 2021 all but 2 of the 
people attending in person that day pledged. 

An anonymous person had an enlightening 
experience and purchased a generous amount 
on a gas gift card and a McDonalds gift card 
which in turn was given to the pastor asking it 
to be used for a couple that had health issues. 

The scripture, music, etc. is planned through 2021. 
Funeral for Victor Vanecek went well 

Minutes from the October 2021 meeting were approved. M/
S/P - Rhonda/Phyllis 
Financial Secretaries Report was approved. M/S/P – 
Carmel/Steve 
Treasurers Report was approved. M/S/P – Steve/Carmel 
Nominations: Nothing was heard back from people wanting 
to help sit on committees. Al R. asked for those that are on 
committees to please stay on – possibly for another year. 
Finance: Phyllis stated that she is filling for now as 

the Financial Secretary since Jan 
Anderson has retired from the position.  

 Apportionments are paid through July 2021 
and will continue to pay the 10% of what is 
given to the church each month. 

 The committee is working on the budget for 
the 2022 year. With the pledging down it 
will be hard to meet the budget and with 
hopes not to compromise. They are asking 
that everyone get the pledge cards in. 

Worship:  No meeting 
SPPRC: Al meeting with the District Superintendent. 

Giving a 3.5% increase to salaries this year 
due to none given last year. 

 There is an open position for the 
Administration Assistant and the Financial 
Secretary. Possibly will post at area 
churches to see if anyone is interested. 
Also the committee is thinking of combining 
the two position into one. 

Trustees: Cleanup outside was completed on 
Thursday, Nov. 4 thanks to the generous 
help of Matt Anderson & Brent Smith, the 
job was completed by 3:30 that afternoon. 

 A chili supper was served by a few of the 
women for the hard workers. 

 Nick Stafford has been hired for the snow 

season for our snow removal. 
Men’s Club: Lanny S. & Steve S. are setting a meeting 

for the evening of Thursday, November 18 
at 6pm. They will be giving a call to all on 
the church listing. 

Christian Ed: No meeting. 
WICS: They helped feed the workers for cleanup. 
 They were able to get the church gardens 

cleaned up and ready for winter. 
 They are hoping to get a plan made to 

have a chili / pie social or some event of 
that sort planned. 

 Possibly to a local adopt a family or… 
 Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 

– Nov. 17. 
Memorials: Money has been designated for a new 

office computer and monies to the parking 
lot fund. The new office computer has been 
purchased and the cost of it may be 
donated. 

 (It was suggested during the Ad Council 
meeting of needing a new computer for the 
Treasurer too.) 

Other business:  Review our COVID – wear Masks or not. 
  It was decided that masks are encouraged 

but people can make their own decisions 
on wearing masks. 

 Communion will go back to the regular 
communion – bread/juice – no intinction. 

 Fellowship before church will start back up 
at the start of Advent on Sunday, 
November 28, 2021. 

 It was suggested to get the outdoor sign 
changed to something new on it more 
often. 

New Business: Ogilvie will not be a sharing partner in 
expenses with the pastor, etc. as of Jan. 1, 
2022.  

 There will be discussions on the pastor’s 
requirements / salary for the Mora church. 

 There has been a recommendation from 
the SPPRC committee that the pastor be 
paid ¾ time as our usual, (when Ogilvie 
was part of the equation). The 
recommendation also stated that the 
pastor would work 3 weeks a month with 
one week off. It was suggested that instead 
of the 3 weeks on/ 1 week off that the 
pastor should take off ¼ of the week and 
work the other ¾ of the week noting that 
way the pastor would be here on all 
Sundays. 

 The vote on this was tabled until the 
Finance Committee gives us their 
recommendation and more discussion is 
stated at the next council meeting. (There 
could be a special meeting called.) 

 
 We need a vision going forward so to help 

in establishing the financial part of our 
church. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10pm 
 
Approved minutes submitted by Carmel Gorham 



November Finance Report 

  Assets include designated funds in our bank 

account of $45,542 (this total includes $-12,587 in 

our general fund which compares to $-15,968 in 

October). Motion was made and accepted to pay 

$1,131 (a tithe of our November income), towards 

this month’s apportionments. Giving was up 10% 

from budget and expenses are 20% under budget 

for November.  Year to date (YTD) giving is down 

18% compared to 21% in October and YTD 

expenses are 5% under compared to 3% under in 

October. 

  Total assets in the Permanent Endowment Fund 
remain $108,717.  This includes $3000 that was 
donated in November.  This donation will be added 
to a CD that comes due in May.  Permanent 
Endowment Fund money is invested in 5 separate 
CD’s with varied renewal dates and rates.  Interest 
from these CD’s are disbursed at the end of the year 
to missions, property funds, or general endowment 
funds to meet special needs and ministries.  The 
Permanent Endowment Fund Committee met and 
this year’s interest of approximately $2000 will go 
equally to Parking Lot Fund, Pastor Discretion Fund, 
UMCOR and Food for Friends. 

  I am happy to report that we received 29 pledge 
cards to date for 2022 for a total of $59,155.  
Pledging helps make our ministry budget realistic.  If 
you already returned your card thank you.  If not 
please return to the church office as soon as 
possible.  If you are interested in Electronic Fund 
Transfer contact Janell Anderson or Phyllis 
Roseberry.  Donations can also be given via Vanco 
on line services—To get started: 

• go to our church website, https://moraumc.org 

and click on the “Give” button or  

• go directly to our on-line giving site at https://

secure.myvanco.com/YH5G or 

• download the Vanco Mobile app and use invite 

code: YB9BMT . 

 

2021 Worship You Tube Views: 

• Total Views 1.757 

• Minutes Watched 2,320 

Prayer Chain: 

Please contact Ruth Smith at 
granmaruth70@gmail.com if you would like to be 
added to the e-mail list for our prayer chain. This is 
an important ministry in support of our congregation.  

Remembering our friends of Mora UMC 
 
Lorraine Kobberdahl 
Eastwood Senior Living 
170 Valhalla Circle, Mora, MN 55051 
 
Avis Pixley 
Hallett Cottages 
350 4th Street NE, Crosby, MN 56441 
 
Saluting those in the military: 
 
AB Gravning, Zander J 
323 TRS/Dorm 3C2 FLT 821 
1320 Truemper St Unite 369563 
JBSA Lackland, TX 78236-6408 
 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries* 

 
Mora UMC 
01 Melanie Halverson 
03 Taylor Peterson 
03 Don Ripperton 
06 Oakley Ruud 
06 Christina Sundet 
07 Stella Anderson 
07 Mavis Burk 
07 Mike & Jody Anderson 
09 Dylan Wellnitz 
10 Lily Hanson 
10 Tess Houglum 
12  Harold Spann 
13 Alex Forslund 
17 Dianne Mayer 
18 Marilee Jensen 
18 Elsie Ripperton 
19 Tim Peterson 
20 Cindy Peterson 
20 Nola Klinkner 
23 David Zins 
23 Lorraine Kobberdahl  
25 Carol Hanson 
27 Patricai Christensen 
27 Jayce Wylie 
29 Rich Nordstrom 
29 Denny Schulz 
30 Dave Smith 
 *Bold indicates anniversary 
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Mora United Methodist 

Church 
“Living for Christ, Sharing His Love” 

 

500 Clark Street, Mora, MN 55051-1804 

320-679-2713 ~ Handicapped Accessible 
 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

Volunteer Office Administrator—Phyllis Roseberry 

moraogilvie.umcs@gmail.com 

Office Administrator Hours: Varied 

 
 

10:30 a.m. In-Person Worship 

10:30am Worship available on You Tube 
 

Visit us online:  moraumc.org 

 

Find us Facebook: United Methodist Church of Mora 
 

 

Pastor Debra Schaffran 

952-240-3836 ~ debraschaffran@gmail.com 
 

 

Visit us online:  

moraumc.org 
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